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Aims of this session:
By the end of this session you will:
• Know which exam boards we use – it is different for Language and 

Literature
• Know the expectations of the exams
• Know the type of tasks they will be expected to complete
• Know the most useful websites/resources to access
• Know how to help them use those revision resources
• Be able to help them prioritise which content to revise



Exams Overview

LANGUAGE
• Exam Board – AQA
• 100% Examination
• 2 Papers
• Both 1hr 45minutes
• Paper 1 fiction
• Paper 2 non-fiction
• Reading
• Writing 

LITERATURE
• Exam Board – Eduqas
• 100% Examination
•  2 Papers
• Paper 1 – 2 hours

o Macbeth
o Poetry (18 poems)

• Paper 2 – 2hr 30 mins
o An Inspector Calls
o A Christmas Carol
o Unseen Poetry

November mocks

February mocks



Revising LANGUAGE
• Focus on two things:

1. Reading
2. Writing
▪ Writing takes two forms

• Non-fiction (aka 'transactional') = article, letter, speech
• Fiction (aka 'creative) = description (of image) or narrative (opening of story)

• GCSE Pod
• Past paper websites just ensure you select AQA

RevisionWorld: AQA GCSE English Language Past Papers - Revision World
PMT: GCSE / IGCSE English Language Past Papers - PMT

• Revise and learn structures for questions taught in class – these can be 
put on flashcards and tested at home

https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://revisionworld.com/a2-level-level-revision/english-language-gcse-level/english-language-gcse-past-papers/aqa-gcse-english-language-past-papers
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-language/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-language/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/gcse-english-language/


• Question 5
• Paper 1 – fiction: description or narrative
• Paper 2 – nonfiction: letter, article or speech

• READING IS ESSENTIAL – how can students write 
successful articles if they've never read one?

• Fortnightly Writing Task in class

• Access any image to practise description at home

• Use the structures taught in class – 
They may differ depending on target grade. 
Does your child know which structure to use?

• When completing a question, use a timer
o Plan for 10 minutes
o Write for 45
o Check/Proofread for 1 minute



Revising LITERATURE

• Focus on three things:
1. Plot
2. Characters
3. Themes

• Rewatch films – on their MS Teams area
• Reread texts (free audiobooks on Youtube & PDFs on MSTeams)
• GCSEPod: Watch short clips & complete quizzes GCSEPod
• BBCBitesize: videos, podcasts, notes, quizzes, past exam questions

GCSE - England - BBC Bitesize
• PMT website: revision guides – Just ensure you select Eduqas 

Physics & Maths Tutor

https://members.gcsepod.com/teachers/teach
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/


GCSE Pod is amazing for Lit revision



BBC Bitesize has loads of resources:



PMT has tonnes of free revision guides



My top 3 revision strategies:

1. READ – a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction: 
articles, letters, speeches, stories, biographies

2. WRITE – practice exam style questions (for Lit and 
Lang) under timed conditions. Students can ask 
their teachers for past questions, use the revision 
guides in the library or access PMT website from 
home

3. Brain Dump*



Brain Dump
This is one technique which can be applied to most subjects:
1. Choose one topic – could be broad (eg A Christmas Carol) or could be 

specific (eg The theme of kindness in A Christmas Carol / the 
character of Scrooge etc)

2. Set timer – something short eg 5 or 10 mins
3. Without looking at any notes, write down everything you can 

remember about that topic – general points, associated quotations, 
author's message etc

4. Change colour pen
5. Now, using your personal notes or websites like 

GCSEPod/BBCBitesize/PMT, revise the topic for 15 minutes – check 
against what you managed to remember

6. Add anything you forgot or didn't know in your other colour pen
7. Prioritise the bits in the other colour for revision
8. Extension – after doing this process, answer a related exam question
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