
On Thursday 22nd January, 
Cowley welcomed Ed Miliband, 
Secretary of State for Energy 
Security and Net Zero, who visited 
the school to hear about our 
commitment to sustainability and 
reducing energy costs through the 
installation of Great British Energy 
solar panels.

The visit was also attended 
by Councillor Anthony Burns, 
Councillor David Baines, and 
Liverpool City Region Mayor, 
Steve Rotherham.

Cowley is one of a number of 
schools to be named to have 
panels installed in efforts to cut 
bills, reduce carbon emissions 
and invest in a more sustainable 
future for their students and the 
community.

During his visit, Ed met with 
members of the school’s Eco 

Club, taking time to listen to the 
issues that matter most to them. 
Students spoke passionately 
about sustainability and shared 
their recent experiences in 
attending the local Junior Climate 
Change Day at the Town Hall.

Ed toured the school, visiting 
classrooms while lessons were 
underway.

The Eco Club students were 
later interviewed by ITV, helping 
to highlight the importance of 
young people’s involvement in 
conversations about climate 
change and the future of energy.

On the visit, Principal, Mr Cormack 
said: “We were delighted welcome 
Ed Miliband to Cowley. Renewable 
energy is an integral part of the 
school’s curriculum, offering 
students a meaningful way to 
learn about sustainability while 

leading by example.

“Watching our Eco Club students 
speak so confidently about solar 
energy and sustainability was 
a genuinely proud moment. 
Their thoughtful questions and 
informed discussions reflected 
the passion of a generation that 
truly cares about the future of our 
planet. Experiences like this don’t 
just bring learning to life; they 
build confidence and show our 
students that they have a voice 
and a real role to play in creating 
positive change, both in school 
and beyond the classroom.”

The visit was an inspiring 
experience for students, 
demonstrating the real impact 
of student voice and showing 
how schools can play a leading 
role in shaping a greener, more 
sustainable future.
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St Helens Secondary Schools 
All Stars

It was a fantastic evening at the 
2nd Annual St Helens 
Secondary Schools All Stars 
Awards, held at the Saints 
Stadium.

Schools from across St Helens 
came together to celebrate 
the outstanding achievements 
of local students, with 
nominees recognised for their 
hard work, talent, and 
contributions to school and 
community life. 

The event was attended by 
Councillor Burns, the Mayor of 
St Helens, as well as staff from 
secondary schools and the 
primary schools of nominated 
students, making it a truly 
special community celebration.

We are incredibly proud that 

four of our students were 
nominated for awards this year 
and even prouder that one 
of them won! 

Huge thanks to Mr Bennett for 
hosting a memorable evening.

European Day of Languages

In September, the MFL corridor 
was filled with the most 
incredible aromas as students 
took part in our European Day 
of Languages Bake Off! 

The time and effort that  into 
each bake was truly remarkable! 

Well done to all who took part – 
and to our winners. Judging 
by our A-Level French students 
was no easy task with so many 
delicious entries!

Music Award

We are delighted to share that 
Cowley has been appointed as 
a Lead School for Sound! Music 
Hub.

This appointment recognises 
our school’s strong commitment 
to high-quality music provision 
and our dedication to 
supporting the musical 
development of children and 
young people across our wider 
community. 

This will mean that we can 
ensure that every young person 
has the opportunity to engage 
with music in meaningful ways.
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Year 8 Student Shines at Town 
Hall Oracy Celebration

A Y8 student proudly 
represented our school at a 
special event held at the Town 
Hall, celebrating the power and 
importance of oracy. 

The local authority invited 
schools across the borough to 
take part in a competition, and 
we were delighted when one 
of our students was selected to 
attend.

Chosen by Mr Robinson, Library 
and Resource Centre Manager, 
the student impressed judges 
with an exceptional piece of 
writing exploring creativity and 
how it can be expressed in all 
aspects of life. 

Her work stood out for its 
originality, insight and 
confidence.

At the ceremony, she was the 
only student whose writing 
was read aloud, an honour 
made even more special as 
it was shared by award-winning 
author and screenwriter Frank 
Cottrell-Boyce himself. 

The student also had the 
opportunity to speak with Frank 
personally and was gifted a 
signed copy of one of his books.

Holocaust Memorial Day

Held annually on 27th January, 
Holocaust Memorial Day falls 
on the anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau 
concentration camp where 
more than a million people died 
during the Second World War.

The Holocaust is central to 
Holocaust Memorial Day when 
we remember the six million 
Jewish men, women and 
children who were murdered.

On Memorial Day, Sam 
Neumann (Northern Holocaust 
Education Group) attended 
Cowley to share the story 
passed down from his mother, 
Bobby, who as a Jewish 
teenager in Nazi Germany 
allied Hungary, was deported to 
Auschwitz concentration camp 
in 1944 – a terror she endured 
and survived. Sam presented to 
our Y9 students.

To mark Holocaust Memorial 
Day on 27th January, we also 
reflected on the recent MFL 
trip taken by a group of Year 11 
pupils to Munich and Salzburg.

As part of this visit, pupils took 
part in an educational guided 
tour of Dachau concentration 
camp, located just north of 
Munich.

The visit was deeply sombre, yet 
incredibly informative, helping 
pupils to understand how and 
why the Holocaust began and 
how it expanded throughout 
the 1930s and 1940s. 

Dachau, established in 1933, 
was the first concentration 
camp created in Nazi Germany, 
several years before the 
outbreak of the Second World 
War in 1939. 

During the tour, pupils heard 
powerful testimonies about 
prisoners of all backgrounds, 
nationalities and ages.

The Year 11 pupils conducted 
themselves with maturity, 
respect and attentiveness 
throughout the visit and were a 
real credit to the school.

A sign displayed in one of the 
Auschwitz exhibitions reads, 
“Those who do not remember 
the past are condemned to 
repeat it” (George Santayana). 

As time passes and the number 
of living witnesses continues 
to diminish, this message feels 
more poignant than ever. 

On Holocaust Memorial Day, 
we encouraged our school 
community to pause and 
remember the six and a half 
million innocent people who 
lost their lives in the Holocaust 
across Europe, including a small 
number from the UK armed 
forces and the Channel Islands.

Presentation Evening
Our Annual Presentation 
Evening took place at 
the beginning of January, 
celebrating the achievements of 
students from Y7 - Y13 across 
the 2024–2025 academic year, 
as well as current Y7 students 
who have made a fantastic start 
to their journey at Cowley.  

The evening was a wonderful 
celebration, highlighted by 
an inspirational address from 
guest speaker Dr. Rose Kogie-
Henshall.

Please check out the photos on 
the following pages.Our Annual 
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Photos from the Year 9 trip to France








