GCSE History — EDEXCEL

GCSE History is a 2-year course focusing on 4 key topics. The syllabus is EDEXCEL. Assessment is three exams at the end of Year 11.

GCSE
History

Migrants in Britain 800-Present Day and Case
study Notting Hill 1945-1972.

Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588.

Superpower Relations and the Cold War
1941-1991.

Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939.

Units covered

Unit one: Medieval Migration 800-1500

Unit two: Early Modern Migration 1500-1700
Unit three Industrial Migration 1700-1900
Unit four: Modern Migration 1900-present

Unit five: Case study Notting Hill 1945-1970

Unit one: Queen, government and religion, 1558—
69

Unit two: Challenges to Elizabeth at home and
abroad, 1569-88

Unit three: Elizabethan society in the Age of
Exploration, 1558—88

Unit one: The development of the Cold War 1941-
1956
Unit two: The Cold War intensifies 1958-1968

Unit three: Detente the Second Cold War/End of
the Cold War 1968-1991

Unit one: The Weimar Republic 1918-29
Unit two: Hitler’s rise to power, 1919-33
Unit three: Nazi control and dictatorship 1933-39

Unit four: Life in Nazi Germany 1933-39.
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Q1. Describe one feature of... X2 (2)

Q2a. How useful are ____ for an enquiry into... (8)
Q2b. How would you follow up source B... (4)

Q3. Explain the similarities differences between... (4)
Q4. Explain why... (12)

Q5. How far do you agree... (16 + 4 for SPAG)

Total marks = 52

Q1. Describe one feature of... X2 (2)
Q2. Explain why... (12)
Q3. How far do you agree... (16)

Total marks = 32

Q1. Explain one consequence of... X2 (4)
Q2. Write a narrative account of... (8)
Q3. Explain the importance of... X2 (8)

Total marks = 32

Q1. What can you infer... (4)

Q2. Explain why... (12) choice between two.

Q3a. How useful are____ for an enquiry into... (8)
Q3b. What is the difference between.... (4)

Q3c. Why are the interpretations different... (4)
Q3d. How far do you agree with interpretation 2
(16 + 4 for SPAG).

Total marks = 52

Key themes building from KS3

Monarchy and power: throughout the Medieval and
Early modern time period monarchs play a significant
role in migration.

Religion and ideas: reformation and the enlightenment.

Society and economy: all period look at the experiences
and impacts of migration on England.

War and conflict: role of persecution in migration.

Empire and trade: role of the growth of empire/trading
companies and slave trade with migration to Britain.

Diverse stories: all units focus on diverse groups from
Jewish to African and Asian migration to Britain and
their experiences and impacts whilst here.

Monarchy and power: the role of monarchy and
government.

Religion: religious settlement and challenges/role of
the Papacy.

Society and economy: growth of poverty/poor
laws/education/theatre.

War and conflict: Netherlands and war with
Spain/rebellions and plots.

Empire and trade:
exploration.

Virginia and changes to

Power, democracy and ideas: differences between
capitalism and communism/control of Eastern
Europe. Dictatorships.

Society and economy: Marshall plan/Cominform/
refuges crisis 1958. differences between life in East
and West.

War and conflict: the nature of the cold war and use
of force to control: Hungary/Czechoslovakia and
Cuba.

Power/democracy: Creation of Weimar its strengths
and weaknesses. Creation of dictatorship and
totalitarian state.

Ideas: rise of left and right wing. Uprisings in
Weimar. Rise of Nazism/threat of communism.

Society and economy: impacts of WW1,
Hyperinflation/ Golden age of Weimar/Wall street
crash. Impact of nazims on groups in Germany.

War and conflict: Political uprisings, occupation of
the Ruhr, re-armament.

Diverse stories: rise of the independence of women
in Weimar, impact of Nazism on Women, youth and
minority groups.
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Second Order Concepts - The ways in which we think about history
Second Order Concepts are used by historians to analyse and write about the past.
They are not general skills and can only be used with great knowledge.

Sources and interpretations
How we know about the past

history is constructed)
Cause and consequence

Why events or changes in the past
happen. Consequences are what happens
as a result of an event

Similarity & difference
Diversity. This is the study of differences
between people such as differing experiences
of poor and rich people.

Significance
This refers to what historians think has been
crucial or influential in history. This can change
through time

Continuity & change
Continuity is when things stay the same.
Change is when things become different.

Sources
Sources are information from the time
such as diaries, archaeological finds,
artefacts, newspaper reports etc. They
can be used as evidence by historians.

Interpretations
Interpretations are made after the time
using sources. Examples include
historians, films, artistic interpretations.

Reasons why, effect, trigger, root,
created, inspired, escalated,

SOC language
underlying, exacerbate...

Similarly, in contrast, men and women,
rich and poor, compared to, more/less
than

Why are events in the past
remembered? What do they reveal?
How does it resonate? What are the

silences in the past? How has
significance changed through time?

Gradual, slow, fast, big change, affected
a lot, small change, increasing,
decreasing

Infer, useful, provenance (who, made it
and when), purpose (why source made)

Interpretations are often different and
views and perspectives of the past
change over time.
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