
Year 9 Citizenship lessons 

 

Lesson 1: How does the justice system work? 

 

The law should treat all adults the same. 

It is an important part of the legal system in Britain that the same laws apply to 

everyone. 

However, the law allows young people to do different things at different ages. 

So how much do you know abut your legal rights and duties? 

Write down how old you have to be to do the following things: 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 



Lesson 2: What rights do young people have? 

 

 
 

 

What rights do the police have? 

The police need powers if they are to do their job of preventing crime and arresting 

suspects.  You may come into contact with the police in the future, either as a victim of 

crime, a witness, or a suspect.  It is important that you know and understand your 

rights to ensure that police officers use their powers correctly when carrying out 

their duties. 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

Read the following two case studies. 

 
 



 
 

Do the police have sufficient powers to do their job properly? 

Should they have more powers or fewer powers? 

 

What happens to young offenders? 

The UK youth justice system uses three main ideas when dealing with offenders: 

1. They should take responsibility for what they have done 

2. They should make amends to the victims of the crime or to the community 

3. They should be given help to get back on the right track and stop offending 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson 3: What does it mean to be British? 

 

Scottish/Welsh/English people are... 

Britishness is... 

I feel British when... 

Successful Britons are... 

Integration is about... 

 

What makes us British? 

 

Community spirit, mutual help, endurance and compassion 

In times of trouble, the British often display a strong community spirit and a sense of 

togetherness.  They are willing to extend a helping hand to others when needed.  For 

example, the 2004 tsunami in Asia and the 2005 bombings on the London underground 

were real examples of British people coming together and demonstrating and 

reinforcing compassion and stoicism. 

 

TASK: Research an event that demonstrates the people of Britain coming together. 

Write down what happened, and what the British people did 

 

Work ethic 

Britishness is often associated with a strong work ethic. 

Create 5 rules that could be displayed in all classrooms that encourage a Hard 

Work Ethic 

 

Do we have any British habits? 

 
 

One habit seen as very British is queuing.  To many, this represents the British peoples’ 

values of respect and fairness, of law and order, and of politeness and courtesy. 

‘I can’t stand people who jump the queue!  For me, that’s a real important part of being 

British because it says something about us as a people and about how we respect other 

people and how we like some order.’ (Man, aged 24, Manchester) 

Do you agree with this? 



Is it acceptable? 

1. To save a friend a space in a queue for a ride at a theme park? 

2. To ask the person in front of you at the supermarket checkout with a trolley full 

of shopping, if you can go in front because you only have a few items? 

3. To go to the front of the lunch queue because you did not have time for 

breakfast and feel sick because you are so hungry? 

4. To push in front of a toilet queue because you have a young child with you who 

desperately needs the toilet? 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 


