Year 8 History
Home learning Booklet

Britain as the First
Industrial nation
Name:____________________

Teacher: __________________
Please complete three lessons per fortnight. This booklet is designed to fill an hour per lesson- so for each time you
would normally have a history lesson, complete one of the lessons in this booklet.

How to use your home learning booklet.
There are ten lesson in your home learning booklet. The work is the same as your fellow
pupils will be doing in class. Pick up from where you left off when you went off school.
The booklet is made up of information in blue boxes, which you need to read through and
tasks in orange boxes which you need to complete either on paper or on a word document.

Information

Task

If a box looks like this, you need to
read it carefully.

If a box looks like this, you need to
do the task either on paper or in a
word document

Lesson 1 and 2
Local study of St Helens

Task
Look at the pictures above, taken in the St Helens areas. Take a few minutes to jot down any words that
come to mind when you look at these pictures.

What was the industrial revolution?
The Industrial Revolution was when the country changed from being focussed on farming and agriculture to
big factories and industrial cities. Britain was where the industrial revolution began, it soon spread across the
world! Please see the below videos for more information:
•

The Industrial Revolution | History - Andrew Marr's History of the World - YouTube

•

The Industrial Revolution (18-19th Century) - YouTube

Task
Investigate the impact of the Industrial Revolution you will research at least one of these 4 areas of St.
Helens
➢
➢
➢
➢

Coal Mining
Glass Making
The Sankey Canal
The Rainhill Trials

You must make a fact file about one of the above, explaining the impact that it had one the development of
St. Helens. Use the internet to research an area.

Lesson 3
How did the industrial revolution change Britain?

Inventions

Information- READ ME

Task

Above are 5 different inventions made during the industrial revolution. For each of these, answering the
following
1. Describe what the invention did E.g. it allowed people to communicate across long distances
2. Describe how that may have changed Britain. E.g. With more people able to communicate easily,
villages became less isolated and the country became more connected
The Watt steam
engine was one of
the first steam
engines created.
Coal was burnt to
heat water and
create steam.
This steam could
then be used to
power things such
as trains and
boats.

In 1809, Nicolas Appert, a
French confectioner and
brewer, observed that food
cooked inside a jar did not
spoil unless the seals
leaked, and developed a
method of sealing food in
glass jars. Based on
Appert’s discovery, canning
was used in England and
were first used by the navy
and army

The water frame is the
name given to a waterpowered spinning
frame which was an easy
way to create cotton
thread for clothing. They
were used in factories

Changes to Britain

The Telegraph was created in 1767
and allowed people to communicate
across large distances.

Effects on British People
Task
On the next page, is a diary entry by Charles Stewart, a doctor who lived in London during the 19th
century. Read through and complete the following tasks
1. List any changes brought about by the Industrial Revolution
2. For each of these changes, write down how this might have changed people’s lives

The Diary of Charles Stewart, a doctor who lived in London during the 19th century.
18th May 1863:
“Britain has been the same for centuries. It was a rural country, dominated by
agriculture, and it still is… or was. For most of us, the world has always been restricted
to our village - where our family might have lived for generations - and the nearest
market town, not surprising when the fastest thing on earth has always been a galloping
horse, covering 100 miles a day at best.
Horizons were limited and life was slow. It was horsepower or nothing, and daylight and
the seasons ruled the countryside. But all that suddenly changed. Although the steam
engine was first invented in 1769, it was only in the nineteenth century that we really
felt the impact of its awesome power.
And what an impact. Steam changed everything. It was faster, more powerful, and could
work independently of natural power sources. Traction engines saw fields ploughed
twenty times faster than before, and factories could be anywhere. They chose towns and
cities. Manchester and Sheffield quadrupled between 1801 and 1851, Bradford and
Glasgow grew eightfold. Cities are the masters now.”
23rd November 1871:
“Society is shifting. Every generation of English family has always known that the rich
and powerful are those people who are born into families of money and status. Yet now
factory owners worth millions of pounds occupy the highest ranks of society. We have
something called a ‘Middle Class’ which is new to us all. They say that I exist in the
middle class because I am a doctor, but none of this seems to make too much sense.
Victorian society has blossomed into something vast and uncontrollable. People, smoke,
and buildings everywhere.”
29th January 1872:
“There has been a disaster on the railway. We have not seen deathly robberies on the
railway for many years now. The invention of this beast has shrunk the country. But this
was nothing compared to the revolution of the telegraph. If rail travel shrank the
country, the telegraph crushed it. It opened in the 1840s and soon went stratospheric within ten years exchanging telegrams had become part of everyday life. By the mid
1860s London was connected with New York and ten years later messages could be
exchanged between London and Bombay in minutes.”
1st March 1973:
“The revolution has helped me prosper. I am wealthy and happy. But I cannot help but
think of those millions who are less fortunate now than ever. While the rich get richer,
the poor get poorer. Orphans scatter the streets of London and crime has gone through
the roof. People are beginning to grow unhappy and tired. They want change, but I can
see no way of them obtaining it.”

Lesson 4
How did the industrial revolution change Britain?
Task
Below are 16 statements about changes that happened in Britain during the industrial revolution. Sort
these into the following categories. Don’t forget to create a key for your colours or code.
Changes to Crime and Punishment

Economic Changes

Changes to society

Political Changes

By 1851 the British had
become divided into
different classes. A
powerful upper class, an
ambitious middle-class, and
an incredibly poor but
influential working class.

The overall amount of
goods and services
produced expanded
dramatically.
New groups of investors,
businesspeople, and
managers took financial
risks and reaped great
rewards.

During this period of
intense industrialization
the landscape of the
countryside was
transformed. New towns
were established and
industrial centres became
even bigger, crowded with
more factories and
warehouses

Working conditions were
terrible at the start of the
century, but:
The 1832 Factory Act
stopped children working
under the age of 9.
In 1842 the Mines Act
stopped women, girls and
boys under 10 from
working in mines.
In 1847 the Ten Hours Act
limited women and young
people to 58 hours a week
After the Parliamentary
Reform Act of 1832, the
middle classes had the
right to vote.

Employment moved from
the farms to the cities.
People worked in factories

People begun to accept
that the government
should have control over
certain areas of their lives.
Power was taken away
from the people

During the 18th century,
only a small minority of
children attended school.
By 1900, 95% of the
country could read and
write.

As the century went on,
some middle-class women
sought an education and
Newnham College, the first
college for women at
Cambridge University, was
founded in 1874. Some
women became involved in
the women's suffrage
movement.
Many middle-class people
aspired to join the upper
classes. Wealthy middleclass businessmen would
socialise with the
aristocracy. Some
managed, for example by
an act of great charity, to
be given a knighthood, and
thus were able to join the
upper classes.

Electoral reform meant
that many working-class
men got the vote in 1867
or 1884. The Independent
Labour Party was formed
by Kier Hardie in 1893.

As the century wore on,
the Reform Acts of 1832,
1867 and 1884 meant that
the aristocracy started to
lose their political power.
In 1865 half the MPs came
from landed backgrounds,
in 1885 only a quarter

Bad harvests were no
longer important. Food
could be imported from
other countries.

Transport made it easier
for people to move around.
This included criminals

With the growth of towns
and cities, old forms of
policing were useless.
Therefore a police force
was set up

Old ideas regarding
deterrent and humiliation
changed. People begun to
think of ways to
rehabilitate criminal

Impacts
• More connected – easier for criminals to travel the country and escape being
caught, but also easier for different parts of the country to communicate with each
other which means criminals might be caught easier.
• Social changes – a new class of wealthy and prospering individuals – new targets of
crime. Larger class of poor and needy who might have to turn to crime to survive.
• More opportunity – new types of industry could lead to new types of crime. More
and more people living in crowded, busy cities – easy to escape capture.

Task
Your task is to imagine you are a criminal from medieval England. A time-machine has
transported you forward to the year 1850.

You are going to write a diary entry about your experiences in industrial England.
You might want to include:
✓
✓
✓
✓

The ease/difficulty of committing crime
The problems/ advantages you are facing as a criminal
The types of crime you could be committing
The types of punishment you could face.

Dear Diary,
I am a thief from the village of Witstable
in England, and I have found myself in
the city of Birmingham 700 years after I
was born. This is different from my
experiences in medieval England because
…Dangers I face are...

Task
Using your notes decide which of the factors experienced the most change as a result of
the Industrial revolution.

PEEL
P: One reason there was change during the industrial revolution was ....(factor)

Lesson 5
What were conditions like in workhouses?
Task- Fill in the key words using the pictures as a hint
The biggest industry during the industrial
revolution was the _______________
industry.
Working days were very long, from
__________________ to
__________________!

Machines were very
d_______________________ and
workers had no
p________________________ clothing.

Factories were so ________________
some workers went deaf

The dust in the air made people
________

Workers would be punished physically
and with fines for things such as being
________________, or
______________________ at work.

Oliver workhouse scene - YouTube
The Victorian Workhouse - YouTube
Voices from the Workhouse - YouTube

Task
Read the sources on your sheet and decide if they show that working conditions in factories are good
or bad.

What do you notice about the sources that suggest working conditions were good?
Source A

Source B

Source C

‘… we began at six in the
morning and worked until nine
at night. When business was
brisk, we began at five and
worked until ten in the
evening.’
Hannah Brown, interviewed in
1832

‘She was caught by her apron
which wrapped around the
machine. She was whirled
round and repeatedly forced
between the shaft and the
carding engine. Her right leg
was found some distance
away.’
Description of an incident
where a young girl lost her leg
in a textile factor accident.
From a report by Leonard
Horner, a factor inspector

‘The easiness of the work
makes long hours possible.
Most of the work is merely
that of watching the
machinery and piecing the
threads that break.’
Nassau Senior, a factory
owner

Source D

Source E

Source F

‘we used to stand up, in a skip,
without our shirts, and be beat
with straps. Then they use to
tie up a 28-pound weight to
hang down our backs’
Evidence given to parliament
by Robert Blincoe in 1833

‘The factory folk were better
clothed, better fed and better
educated than many other
people.
The factory was very clean.
The working rooms were very
spacious, well ventilated and
lofty, kept at an even
temperature and clean’
A report written by a visitor to
a mill in Bolton, 1844.

‘If I had been too late to the
mill, I would have been
quartered. I mean that if I had
been a quarter of an hour too
late, a half an hour would have
been taken off. I only got a
penny an hour, and they
would have taken half a
penny.’
Elizabeth Bentley, a factory
worker 1832

Source G

Source H

Source I

‘many [factories] were dismal
and highly dangerous. Some
factories were likened to
prisons or barracks, where
workers encountered harsh
discipline enforced by factory
owners’
The British Library, 2009

‘Once, two handles weighing
about a pound each were
screwed to my ears. Another
time about thee of four of us
were hanged by our hands
above the machinery’
Written by an orphan who
worked in the factories

‘Without the employment I
offer they would starve. If they
are not disciplined, they
become lazy’
From a factory owner to
government inspectors, 1831

Factory Rules
1. If you are late to work there will be a 3d fine and you will not be let into the factory until breakfast
time.
2. If you leave the room without permission there will be a 3d fine.
3. All broken brushes, oil cans, windows, wheels etc. will be paid for by the worker
4. Any worker seen talking to another, heard whistling, singing or swearing will get a 6d fine.
5. Any worker who is ill and fails to find someone to do their job will get a 6d fine.

Task
Your task is to write a diary entry from the point of view
of a young girl or boy who has been in a workhouse for
one week.
You must explain about the following:
❑ School lessons
❑ Work
❑ Food
❑ Punishments
❑ People’s attitudes about why people are poor

Lesson 6

How were poor children treated?

More than 25 percent of the population of Britain lived in poverty during the nineteenth century, and life
was particularly hard for many poor children. These children usually had no education and it was
impossible for them to find well-paid work. Instead, they ended up selling things on the streets, begging,
stealing or working as chimney sweeps.

Task- Answer the following
1)What percentage of Britain lived in poverty?
2) How much education would poor children usually have?
3) What would these children do when they wouldn't find work?

Task
Complete the report on what happened to poor children using the information from the
video and the sources on the next page
What happened to poor children?
Dear Members of Parliament
I am writing to report about the state of child poverty in our country. Many steps have
been taken to help those affected. For example, (explain the changes that have been
made to help children)
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
______________________
However, I have found that this is simply not enough. Many still suffer, forced to find
work wherever possible. For example, (explain the types of work that children did, was it
dangerous? How much did it pay?)
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
____________
Many of these children receive no education, despite provision being made, including
(explain about ragged schools etc)
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
______________________
Further help is needed for these poor souls. I suggest, (give your own ideas on what else
could be done to help poor children)
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________

Watch
Victorian Child Labour - Dickens Show - YouTube
Read
A) I sell flowers, sir; and so does my younger sister. My father was a tradesman. I never
saw him. My mother died seven years ago. I’ve worked to get myself and sister a bit
of bread and pay 2 shillings a week for our room. We can read. I went to a Ragged
School. The two of us don’t make less than 6 pence a day. We live on bread and tea,
and sometimes fresh herring at night. Sometimes we don’t eat a bit all day when
we’re out.
Interview with two orphan flower sellers, aged 11 and 15.

B) On questioning a mudlark who was 9 years old, he said his father had been dead for
8 years. His mother was alive. ‘It’s very cold in winter’, he said, ‘to stand In the mud
without shoes’. He had been three years mud larking, and thought he should remain
a mudlark all his life for there was nothing else he knew how to do. Some days he
earned one pence, others 4 pence. Some time ago he had gone to a ragged school
but he no longer went there. He could Neither read or write.
Interview with a Mudlark

C) Q: At what age did you start work? A: At 6 years of age.
Q: What were your hours for labour? A: As a child I worked from five in the morning
till nine at night.
Q: What is the card-room like? A: Dusty. You cannot see each other for dust. The
machinery was fast and sometimes children got injured from being caught up in it.
Q: What work did you do? A: I was a weigher in a card room.
Q: Did working in the card-room affect your health? A: Yes, the dust got up my lungs,
and the work was so hard that when I pulled the baskets down, I pulled my bones
out their places.
Q: Are you considerably deformed in your person as a consequence of your labour?
A: Yes I am

Lesson 7

Was Dick Turpin really so bad?

Task

Watch the Horrible Histories song and right down your impressions of Dick Turpin and Highway
Robbers
Horrible Histories Songs - Dick Turpin - CBBC - YouTube

Information- READ ME
By the 18th and 19th centuries, the authorities were no longer as
concerned with heresy, vagabondage and witchcraft as they had
been in the period 1500-1700.
The religious uncertainty of the Reformation had passed, with the
last heretic to be executed in 1612.

Task
Write down 2
reasons why
attitudes towards
certain crimes had
changed in the 18th
and 19th centuries.

There was also a general increase in wealth in the period 1700-1900
and so fear of vagabondage greatly decreased.
Finally, although belief in witches did not totally disappear among
ordinary people, most educated people (who usually judged cases
of witchcraft) were less likely to believe such accusations.
In 1736, the witchcraft laws were finally repealed.

Information- READ ME
•

Now, the authorities were worried about other types of crime, such as highway robbery and
smuggling, which disrupted trade.

•

Any activities that threatened the interests of landowners or employers also came under close
scrutiny.

•

Highway Robbery was not a new crime.

•

However, by the early 1700’s it had become infamous and had reached epidemic proportions in
some areas.

•

Highway robbers were greatly feared by ordinary travellers and were regarded by the authorities
as a major disruption to trade.

•

The worst areas for highway robbery were around London on the main routes into the capital.

•

Most highway men were ruthless and nothing like the romantic, gentlemen portrayed in images of
the time.

•

One highwayman cut out a woman’s tongue to stop her reporting him after his mask slipped

Task
Based on what you have read, write a few lines about what you think is happening in this picture.

Task
Read the information above and create a Fact File on Dick Turpin. Include his date of birth, where he was from,

#where he lived and the crimes that he committed.

Task
On the table below are reasons for the growth and decline of highway robbery. Read through the statement and
categorise them. Don’t forget to use the key.

Reasons for the growth of
highway robbery

Reasons for the decline of
highway robbery

Highwaymen could sell their stolen loot in taverns

More people were travelling in their own coaches

There were many lonely areas outside of towns and
rough roads where coaches had to slow down

Handguns had become easier to obtain and quicker
to load and fire

Stagecoaches were introduced with regular staging
posts where tired horses could be changed, and
travellers could rest for the night
Open land around London and other towns was
built on as the population expanded

The banking system became more sophisticated
over time and the number of banks grew. Fewer
travellers carried large amounts of money.
JPs refused to license taverns that were frequented
by highwaymen

Mounted patrols were set up around London and
high rewards encouraged informers to report on
the activities of highwaymen
There was no police force and local constables did
not track criminals across countries

Road surfaces began to improve, and coaches
became more frequent as speeds increased
After wars ended, some demobilised soldiers
struggled to find honest ways to make a living

Why was it treated as a serious crime?
➢ Highway robbery disrupted travel between towns, and it was committed on the king’s highway. It
could also involve the theft of mail bags and so disrupted the postal service.
➢ In 1772, in an effort to clamp down on the activities of highwaymen, the death penalty was introduced
for anyone found armed and in disguise on a high road.
➢ The last reported case of highway robbery was 1831

Task
Write three PEEL paragraphs answering the following questions. Use the categories task from Lesson 4 to
fill in the evidence.
Explain why the problem of highway robbery increased and decreased in the period 1700-1900.
POINT: The Main reason Highway robbery developed as a crime was ….
Evidence: Give information
Explanation: Explain your evidence
Link: Link your answer back to the question

Lesson 8

What is a social crime?

Social Crimes
Can you think of a crime that you don’t think should be a crime?
A Social crime is an act that is illegal by law, but that some people do not view as wrong.

Poaching
➢ Poaching was against the law but widely tolerated by large sections of the community who
thought the law was unfair. However, the authorities took a very different view.
➢ The 1723 Black Act made hunting deer, hare or rabbits a capital crime.
➢ Anyone found armed, disguised or with blackened faces in a hunting area was assumed to be
poaching and could be executed.

Task
•

Using the arguments about poaching above,, write a speech or a letter to represent the views of the
majority of the public about Poaching.

•

You need to make clear that you don’t think it is a crime and that it should not be punished so harshly.

Smuggling
•

This was a massive problem in the 18th century in coastal areas.

•

Smugglers brought tea, cloth, wine and spirits into the country without paying any import tax (customs
duty) on them.

•

At a time when there was no income tax and duties were the main source of government income, the
authorities took smuggling very seriously indeed.

•

Under the Bloody Code, smuggling carried the death penalty.

Task
Why were the government so concerned about smuggling?
Write at least two sentences answering this question.
The government were so concerned about poaching because …

Lesson 9

How were ‘Social Crimes’ punished?

Below are some punishments from Early Modern England in order of severity.

Task
Your task is to read through the information on the table. First decide how you think each crime should be
punished and why. Then read through the information on the next page and fill in the last column with how it
was punished.

Case Study

In Staffordshire in 1786, a farm
labourer named John Willis was
poaching when a gamekeeper
caught him. The gamekeeper
demanded that Willis hand over
the hare he had caught but he
refused. He whipped the
gamekeeper with a horses whip
and ran off. He was caught later
on in the day
John Lightwood was a notorious
poacher in Norfolk. He killed
nearly 80 rabbits in 1764 and
sold each for 3 shillings.
Lightwood made a small fortune
for himself selling these on the
black market, and soon had a
gang of poachers who worked
for him. He was caught in 1765.
The Hawkhurst gang
intercepted a cargo of tea at the
port in Poole in 1748. Two
customs officers came out to
stop them but the gang tied
these men to horses and
dragged them around. One of
the men had their nose and
penis cut off. The smugglers
made off with hundreds of
pounds worth of tea.
John Watson was recruited by a
gang of smugglers in 1748. he
was one of 103 labourers
officially recruited for smuggling
in the year. In his first day on
the job, he was caught
smuggling in rum from the
Caribbean.

How do you think it should be punished
and why?

How was it punished?

Lesson 10
Did the Tolpuddle Martyrs deserve what happened
to them?
Starter Task
➢ Why do people go on strike?
➢ How does people going on strike affect our lives?
➢ How might this link to today’s lesson?

•

In 1789, there was a revolution in France. This led to the
overthrow (and execution) of the monarchy.

•

The British government were terrified that the same thing
could now happen in Britain.

•

Fearful landowners and politicians viewed every protest as
a potential riot or uprising.

•

The authorities were now on the lookout for signs of

•

conspiracy and for groups whose ideas they considered \

•

suspect!

•

They were particularly worried about the Grand National
Trades Union – this aimed to bring all workers together to
fight for better conditions.

•

It was not illegal to be in a union at this time, but employers
did not like the idea of working people co-operating.

•

Employers believed that by demanding better pay and
conditions, unions threatened their businesses and
harmed their interests.

•

The story of the Tolpuddle Martyrs reveals much about these attitudes and how the
definitions of crime were changing.

Task
Watch Timeline and Tolpuddle's Legacy | Tolpuddle Martyrs
Read each stage of the story of the Tolpuddle Martyrs. Answer the questions as you go.

Life was tough for farm labourers in the Dorset Village of
Tolpuddle. Local labourers, led by George Loveless, asked
their employers to increase their weekly wage after it had
been cut several times. The farm owners refused, before
they cut wages again.
In 1823, the labourers set up a union, called the Friendly
Society of Agricultural Labourers. Each was blindfolded and
swore an oath of secrecy and support for the union. Despite
this, the local farm owners found out and set about
breaking the meeting up.

The farm owners used an old law from the navy that said
sailors could not make oaths. The government used the law
to include all secret oaths, therefore changing the
definition of crime for its own purposes. Even though
joining a union was not illegal, Loveless and the 5 others
were sentenced to seven years in Australia.

The sentence hit the trade Union movement hard. Speaking
up for workers rights now looked risky. Meanwhile, after a
voyage of 111 days, the Tolpuddle men arrived in Australia.
They were forced to walk over 150 miles to the farms
where they would work.

People in Britain were outraged by the sentence. The men
were regarded as martyrs for workers rights. In London, a
meeting of 25,000 occurred campaigning against the
government. Eventually, the government handed out a pardon
and the men returned.

1. Where was Tolpuddle?
2. What did the workers
want?

1.

What happened in
1823?

2. Who discovered their
secret?
1. How were the
government able to
convict the labourers?
2. What punishment were
they sentenced to?

1. How did this affect the
trade union movement?
2. What happened the
Tolpuddle men?

1. How were the
government influenced
in this case?
2. How do you think these
‘martyrs’ would have
been received?

Task
Read through the story of the Tolpuddle Martyrs information and answer the following questions.
•

Now that you know the story, what do you think should have happened to the men?

•

Was it right for them to be treated in the way that they were?

•

Would you have made a different decision?

Task
Imagine the story of the Tolpuddle Martyrs Is being made into a Hollywood film. Create a poster for the
film. There is a template on the next page to help you.
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Give your film a name
Write a description that would catch the audience’s attention
Decide four important scenes from the film and draw them.
Create a cast list
Write come reviews

A Historywood Presentation

Description

Featuring scenes such as…

Cast List

Reviews

