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NEWSLETTER
WELCOME BACK!

From Monday 8th March, Cowley
was delighted to welcome its
students back to college.
After two months of remote
learning for most, all students were
able to return to the classroom as
part of the Government’s first stage
of easing restrictions following
national lockdown.
It was a staggered return with
students taking three Lateral Flow
Tests in college to help keep the
Cowley community safer, meaning
approximately 5,000 tests have
been conducted by our trained
testing staff.
During the lockdown period,
around 10,000 phone calls were
made by staff to check in on
students and to offer support with
their learning and wellbeing.
The remote learning provision this
time around saw many lessons
being delivered ‘live’ to students
through Microsoft Teams.

This worked well with lots of great
engagement and participation.
From a survey which was sent
to students and parents, 95%
responded that they appreciated
seeing their teacher during the
lesson.
Below are some quotes from
students and parents about how
Cowley handled lockdown and the
remote learning provision:
“I think that the college are
doing the absolute best they can
given the situation, and I must
congratulate all of the staff on
this.”
“The way in which Cowley has
reacted to each lockdown has
been fantastic. Welfare calls,
online learning provisions and
lesson planning have all be very
well thought out and delivered.”
“Very proud to say that my
daughter attends Cowley.”
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SMOKEFREE
SCHOOL
STATUS

SUCCESS IN THE
INTERMEDIATE
MATHS CHALLENGE!

Cowley International College has
achieved the Gold Smokefree
School Accreditation from St
Helens Council.

At the beginning of February,
Cowley students from 9J/Ma1, 9J/
Ma2, 10E1/Ma1, 11Ea/Ma1 took
part in this year’s Intermediate
Maths Challenge, ran by the UK
Mathematics Trust (UKMT).

Both staff and students have
worked very hard to achieve
this award with a number of
smokefree initiatives being carried
out during Team Time.

The challenge was, as ever, a difficult
one, but the Cowleians who took
part achieved some excellent results.

Gold Accreditation is awarded
for demonstrating outstanding
work towards a smokefree school
community.

113 Cowley students participated
in the challenge, with 21 picking up
medals; one gold, three silver and 17
bronze.

A spokesperson for St Helens
Wellbeing Team said: “It has been
a great pleasure to work with all
at Cowley International College
and see the varied activities
developed to support the pupils,
staff and families to never smoke,
quit smoking and protect others
from Smokefree environments,
providing an excellent example
for the school community.”

Best in School (with the highest
mark out of all of our students) and
achieving a gold medal was Rose
Springford who achieved a score
high enough to get through to the
follow on Pink Kangaroo round
which will take place at the end of
March.
Well done, Rose!

Our three silver medalists were Ella
White, Charlie Kay and Joshua Yates,
with the latter making it through to
the follow up Grey Kangaroo round.
Well done to all three.
Our congratulations go to all of
the students who took part and
represented Cowley magnificently
once again.
A final thank you goes to the Maths
department for organising the event,
and to students and their families
for their help to complete this with
many carrying out the challenge at
home.

WORLD BOOK DAY:
THE MASKED READER!
with schools all over the country,
distribute over 15 million £1 book
tokens to children and young
people every year.
The £1 book tokens can be
swapped for one of the exclusive
and completely FREE World
Book Day books, available from
participating booksellers, or
used to get £1 off any full price
book or audiobook. The World
Book Day £1 books are a gift
from booksellers, who fully fund
the cost of the £1 book token
redemptions.
World Book Day celebrations
looked a little different this year,
but there was still plenty going on
to mark the annual event.

of their favourite books, with the
twist of them wearing a mask or
adding a filter to disguise their
face.

Normally, the Library turns itself
into a Reading Hub and Cafe for
the week with lots of students
taking time to pop by and pick up
a good book to read.

Students were invited to guess
the teacher from the video, with
Mrs Burrows and Mrs Pennington
offering a prize to whoever got
the most correct!

However, due to the lockdown,
the event was celebrated virtually
by everyone at Cowley, with The
Masked Reader becoming the
centre of attention!

Some were easier than others to
guess, but it was all good fun and
if you haven’t already seen the
video, please check it out:
https://youtu.be/wbCdZar972Y

Inspired by the popular TV show,
‘The Masked Singer’, Cowley
staff filmed themselves reading a
synopsis or passage from one

In addition, thanks to National
Book Tokens and lots of lovely
book publishers and booksellers,
World Book Day, in partnership

A new look for some of our staff!

World Book Day book tokens
are valid from Thursday 18th
February–Sunday 28th March
2021. In 2021, participating
booksellers (including Tesco,
Sainsbury’s, WHSmith,
Waterstones) will honour the
tokens beyond the 28 March
while stocks last.
Cowley students can obtain their
World Book Day £1 book token
from our website. Please go to:
http://www.cowley.sthelens.sch.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/booktoken_
SecondaryUK.pdf
#KeepCowleyReading

KEEP YOUR
CHILD SAFE
ONLINE
The Internet is a great way for
students to connect with their
friends and to learn new things,
however, it’s important to stay
safe.
You don’t have to be paranoid,
you just have to ensure you know
what your child is doing when
they are using a computer or
internet connected mobile phone.
We wanted to share some useful
resources with you about keeping
your child safe online.

Vodafone has produced an
excellent ‘Digital Parenting’
guide: http://www.cowley.
st-helens.sch.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/11/vodafone_
digital_parenting.pdf
Other useful sites:

Remember that you can
report ANYTHING that you are
concerned about to Cowley using
our SHARP system. Reports
to this system are picked up
by PC Kate. You can report
confidentially. Remember, if you
have a concern about yourself, or
someone else – tell, tell, tell.

www.thinkuknow.co.uk - advice
from the National Crime Agency
to stay safe online
www.internetmatters.org support for parents and carers to
keep their children safe online
www.net-aware.org.uk - support
for parents and carers from the
NSPCC

DOUBLE TOP: ELEANOR’S
ENGLAND CALL UP!
Congratulations to Cowley Sixth
Form student, Eleanor Cairns,
who has been called up by
England Darts to play in two
International Youth Challenge
matches in April.
Eleanor will take to the oche
to represent England against
Russia and Hungary on Sunday
11th and Saturday 17th April
respectively.
We will be keeping a keen eye
on proceedings and wish Eleanor
the very best of luck.

PERFORMING ARTS
STUDENTS: LIGHTS
UP AT LUNCH!
Every month, Cowley Sixth Form
staff are asked to nominate
students who have done well
for our ‘Student of the Month’
awards.
As always, there were plenty of
nominations, with three winners
chosen for their outstanding
effort throughout February.
YEAR 12
Luke Burrows
Luke has worked independently
throughout lockdown, completing
all of his work to a very high
standard and has made a great
deal of progress in History.
Corron Spriggs
Corron has been working in
the study every day and really
committing to his work, making
sure his practical and written work
is to the best of his ability.
YEAR 13
Mollie Brisco
Mollie has made sure all of
her work is to a high standard,
checking in with teachers on a
regular basis. She is following
our Nurse Cadetship programme
and is coming into school early
to assist carrying out the Lateral
Flow Testing. She will be a
fabulous nurse!
Congratulations to all the
winners, keep up the good
work!

Cowley Sixth Form
Performing Arts students will
be showcasing their talents
in the coming weeks with
‘Lights Up At Lunch’ videos
going out on the Cowley
social media channels every
Wednesday at 12 noon.
Each week, there will be clips
from our fantastic students
singing, dancing, acting and
playing instruments for you
to watch and enjoy.

Please look out for these
videos on the College’s social
media channels: Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram.
For more information about
the Music Performance
and Performing Arts Professional Musical Theatre
courses at Cowley Sixth Form,
please visit: www.cowley.sthelens.sch.uk/sixth-form/

We must
keep on
protecting
each other.

