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The Curriculum at Cowley International College

The last Ofsted inspection (2011) rated Cowley’s curriculum as outstanding. The core aim is to provide
a flexible personalised curriculum, which promotes learning and achievement.
The curriculum at Cowley is designed to prepare students for life in modern Britain. It is inclusive and
flexible to cater for the needs of all students providing them with learning opportunities to achieve
success and progress to the next stage. It promotes active and independent learning in an ICT rich
environment.
The Key Stage 3 curriculum is organised into 2 population groups with 5 teaching groups. Students are
organised in teaching groups based on prior attainment of KS2 average in English and Maths and CAT
results.
At Key Stage 3, all students study English, Maths, Science, Design and Technology, Computing,
History, Geography, Religious Education, a Modern Foreign Language, Art, Music, Physical Education,
Personal and Social Education and Citizenship. Some students can opt to study a second Modern
Foreign Language in Year 9 as part of their Key Stage 4 programme
A three year Key Stage 4 curriculum for many subjects has been introduced for Year 9 students over
the last few years. As a result of this, students have also been allocated into two pathways with
organisation into further teaching groups/sets. The students will study the core curriculum as well as
having the opportunity to study between one and three GCSE or BTEC subjects from the beginning of
Year 9. Further choices will be made at the end of the year.
Prior attainment, assessment tests and predicted grades are used to determine the relevant pathway
for each student. All the pathways offer progression routes to Sixth Form courses, further education or
apprenticeships. More detail about the Key Stage 4 pathways and courses available can be found in
the Year 8 and 9 options booklets which can be found on the college website. In Key Stage 4 students
study English, Maths, Science, Computing and a Modern Foreign Language, Physical Education,
Personal and Social Education and Citizenship. The Key Stage 4 curriculum offers flexible,
personalised learning opportunities to suit the needs of all our students and this includes GCSE, English
Baccalaureate, and BTEC level 1 and 2 courses. Cowley’s great sporting tradition is recognised through
the commitment to organised games. Cowley is also a leading college for the provision of vocational
education qualifications and the arts.
The Sixth Form at Cowley is unique in that it offers students the possibility of studying , A-levels, BTEC
National qualifications and NVQ at Level 2 and 3 in Soccer Coaching in partnership with David Campbell
Soccer. As well as this there is a bespoke Foundation course which comprises of a combination of
Level 3 BTEC courses with GCSE re-sits in Mathematics and English Language. There are 22 A-level
subjects on offer and 17 Level 3 vocational courses,. More details about courses available can be found
in the Sixth Form booklet on the college website.
All Key Stage 3 subjects use the progress grids found in the Assessment and Tracking at KS3 document
which can be viewed on our website:
http://www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk/index.php/assessment-and-tracking-at-ks3/
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Subject

English (see Appendix 1 for specific details relating to KS3/KS4 courses)

We aim to improve pupils’ skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing in order to fully prepare
them for life in modern Britain. The English department provides a dynamic environment where
reading is central to the teaching and learning experience. Reading widely for pleasure is
encouraged at all times and the college library is central to our vision. Accelerated Reader provides
a personalised reading programme for each student; we shadow the Carnegie Prize for children’s
literature and we organise many visits from published authors and poets. Our students enjoy a rich
and varied diet of classic and modern literature including prose, poetry, drama and non-fiction.
Texts are drawn from the great British literary heritage as well as from different cultures and
traditions. Students are taught to produce clear and accurate written texts in a variety of styles and
to meet the needs of different purposes and audiences. Speaking and listening skills are taught
explicitly and all pupils are encouraged to express their ideas confidently in a variety of situations.
KS3
English encourages all students to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, and to
appreciate the ideas of others. In order to be successful in the subject, students read a range of
literary texts and are encouraged to think critically about what they read and write in order to
develop their own opinions and tastes. Students will also be given the opportunity to develop their
speaking and listening skills throughout the course. This includes individual presentations, debates
and speaking competitions.

KS4 - (for first award in summer 2017)
We follow the Eduqas (previously WJEC) English language and Eduqas English literature GCSE.
http://eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language/gcse/
http://eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature/gcse
There is no controlled assessment. All assessment is linear and takes place at the end of the
courses in year 11.
Eduqas English language GCSE
Component 1: Exam based on reading a passage from 20th century literature and requiring
creative prose writing.
Component 2: Exam based on 19th and 21st century reading and requiring
transactional/persuasive writing.
Eduqas English literature GCSE
Component 1: Shakespeare and poetry from a prescribed anthology.
Component 2: 20th century prose/drama (An Inspector Calls) 19th century prose (A Christmas
Carol) and unseen poetry.
KS4 - Current Year 10 (for award in summer 2017)
We follow the Eduqas (previously WJEC) English language and Eduqas English literature GCSE
There is no controlled assessment. All assessment is linear and takes place at the end of the
courses in year 11.
Eduqas English language GCSE
Component 1: Exam based on reading a passage from 20th century literature and requiring creative
prose writing
Component 2: Exam based on 19th and 21st century reading and requiring transactional/persuasive
writing.
Eduqas English literature GCSE
Component 1: Shakespeare and poetry from a prescribed anthology
Component 2: 20th century prose/drama (An Inspector Calls) 19th century prose (A Christmas
Carol) and unseen poetry.
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Curriculum content
Year 12
The English Department offer two possible progression routes into the Sixth Form at A
course(s)
Level.
Year 13
course(s)
There is also the opportunity for students to re-sit English language GCSE.

A Level Literature - 2 year course. Exam board: Eduqas
Students will follow a two-year linear course. All assessment, including examinations, takes
place at the end of the second year.
Component 1 (30%)– 2 hour exam: Poetry (pre 1900 and post 1900)
Section A: Keats
Section B: Seamus Heaney: Field Work and Owen Sheers: Skirrid Hill
Component Field Work and Owen Sheers: Skirrid Hill
Component 2 (30%) – 2 hour exam: Drama
Section A: Shakespeare play: The Tempest
Section B: One question from a choice of two based on the reading of a pair
of plays: one pre-1900 (The Duchess of Malfi) and one post-1900 (A Streetcar Named
Desire)
Component 3 (20%) – 2 hour exam: Unseen Texts
Section A: One question from a choice of two, analysing an unseen passage of prose, taken
from one of two prescribed periods for study
Section B: Unseen poetry
One question from a choice of two, analysing an unseen poem or poetry extract
Component 4 (20%) – Prose study (coursework) One 2500-3500 word assignment based
on the reading of two prose texts from different periods, one pre-2000 and one post2000, nominated by the centre (one of the texts can be one of the two studied for AS level)
A Level Language - 2 year course which includes 4 units
AS Year:
Unit 1 – Categorising Texts
This is an Introduction to the study of language, focussing on three specific social contexts:
 Language and Power, Language and Gender, and Language and Technology.
Unit 2 – Creating Texts
 Students need to produce writing in different genres and for different audiences and
purposes (2500-3500 words).
A2 Examinations
A2 Year:
Unit 3 – Developing Language
 This builds on AS knowledge and skills, with an additional focus on two new areas of
language study: Child Language Acquisition and Language Change.
Unit 4 – Investigating Language (20% of A Level)
 Students produce two pieces: a language investigation and an informative media text
(2500-3000 words).
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Subject

Mathematics

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)
Year 8 course(s)

In Key Stage 3, pupils build on their Key Stage 2 learning and make
connections across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, mathematical
reasoning and competence in solving increasingly sophisticated problems.
The schemes of work are designed to help students to engage with a variety of
mathematical problems in an enjoyable way. The pupils are challenged through
being offered the opportunity to engage with rich and sophisticated problems
and they are encouraged to move fluently between various mathematical
domains.
This approach gives our students a deeper level of understanding of
Mathematics and helps them to realise how important Mathematics is in real
life situations.

Year 9 course(s)

In Year 9, students begin their GCSE course, building on the skills learned in
lower school and preparing them for Years 10 and 11 when their GCSE studies
will start in earnest. Pupils will then sit their exams at the end of Year 11.
A large emphasis is now placed on functional mathematics, which means that
as well as giving the pupils the necessary skills needed to complete the course;
they must be also be able to apply these skills to real life contexts.

Year 10
course(s)

In Year 10, students continue their GCSE course, building on the skills learned
in Year 9 and preparing them for Year 11 and GCSE Examination. Regular
assessment throughout the year informs us and the student of progress and
attainment. Students are increasingly aware of strengths and weaknesses, and
are able to address these in class and at home using Mathswatch.

Year 11
course(s)

In Year 11, students begin their final year of their GCSE course, building on the
skills learned in Years 9 & 10 and preparing them for their examinations at the
end of Year 11. Students will consolidate their learning in readiness for the
GCSE's.
As in Year 10, students are assessed regularly and their progress is stringently
tracked to ensure that pupils are on track to reach their target grade.
The use of intervention strategies in Year 11 is widespread, with some
students requiring further given 1 to 1 tuition. At the top end, students are
encouraged to strive to achieve grade A or A*, and are encouraged to follow
one of the sixth form courses in Year 12 such as A Level Mathematics or AS
Use of Mathematics.
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Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

The Cowley Sixth Form offers different courses to Years 12 and 13 students
including AS and A Level Mathematics, Further Mathematics and Use of
Mathematics. Some students also follow the International Baccalaureate and
these have the opportunity to take either IB Maths HL or IB Maths Studies SL.
GCSE resit courses are also provided for those students who missed their C
grade in Year 11.
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View more detailed information about Science and the topics covered over each term here:
http://www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Year-9-Trilogy-1617.pdf
http://www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Year-10-Pathway-1-Trilogy-1617.pdf
http://www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Year-10-Pathway-2-Trilogy-1617.pdf
http://www.cowley.st-helens.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Year-10-separates.pdf

Subject

Science

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)
Year 8 course(s)

Year 9 course(s)

Throughout Years 7 and 8 students will follow the Oxbox course, which is a two
year interactive science course that encourages creativity, discussion and
independent learning. It also involves a lot of hands on practical experience.
Students will be monitored, then encouraged to make further progress using
two main assessment techniques. Traditional testing methods are used
alongside open ended tasks, where students have to opportunity to explore
any avenue of thought in the given topic area.
Year 9 students can choose to follow a separate science course combining the
elements of biology, chemistry and physics as part of the three year course.
These students are assessed on individual elements throughout the year,
which will combine to produce an end of year grade.
Or, follow the combined science AQA trilogy route which again has
components of biology, chemistry and physics taken throughout the year.

Year 10
course(s)

GCSE Separate Science
Students studying Separate Science study the disciplines of Biology, Chemistry
and Physics independently. This course is a 3 year journey that begins in year
9. The students study 16 units of each Science discipline over 3 years. There is
no coursework element, students complete a range of assessed practicals
throughout the course that develop their How Science work skills, application
and mathematical skills. These skills are assessed in the exams. Students are
assessed terminally and sit 2 exams for each Science at the end of the course
with a 50% weighting each for the overall grade awarded.
GCSE Trilogy
Students studying AQA Trilogy study Biology, Chemistry and Physics but cover
slightly less content than the separate science Students. Trilogy is a 3 year
course that begins in year 9 and culminates at the end of year 11. Like
Separate Science there is no coursework elements. Students complete a range
of assessed practicals throughout the course that are tested in the
examinations. The overall assessment for the course is terminal at the end of
year 11. Students sit 6 papers, 2 for each science. Each exam paper has an
overall weighting of 16.7%
BTEC Science – Depending on Pathway
In Year 10, some students follow the ‘Application of Science’ Level 2
qualification. This is the Applied Science BTEC qualification offering a broad
solid foundation for students to progress in to KS5 and employment within the
Science sector. The structure of the Vocational Science qualification is unique
as it contains the three disciplines Biology, Chemistry and Physics. It discusses
the principles that are vital within development and how these principles are
applied in a vocational context. BTEC Science final result is based on
coursework and an external assessment; Unit 8 is a 1½ hour exam taken in
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Year 11.
BTEC National is a coursework qualification in which the students can achieve
a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.

Year 11
course(s)

Additional Science
GCSE Additional Science offers students a broad, coherent course of study
that adds to their knowledge and understanding of the living, material and
physical worlds. For Key Stage 4 (KS4) learners it is a good follow on from
GCSE Science A or B.In year 11 students following the Additional Science
course study 4 units. These include units of Biology, Chemisty and Physics.
Finally the students study a coursework unit where they submit an Investigative
Skills Assessment. Each of the 4 units has a weighting of 25%. B2,C2 and P2
are assessed externally by terminal exams at the end of the year.
Further Additional Science
GCSE Further Additional Science enables students to improve their skills,
knowledge and understanding of 'How Science Works' in relation to the
living, material and physical worlds.
The three sciences Biology, Chemistry and Physics are taught separately using
Unit 3 modules from the individual subject GCSEs It is suitable for students of
all abilities and the course encourages students to understand theoretical
concepts alongside developing practical Science skills.
In year 11 students following the Further Additional Science course study units
B2,C2,P2, (Additional ) and also B3,C3 and P3. Further to this they submit two
pieces of coursework a unit 2 and unit 3 Investigative Skills Assessment.
BTEC Science – Depending on Pathway
In Year 11, some students follow the ‘Application of Science’ Level 2
qualification. This is the Applied Science BTEC qualification offering a broad
solid foundation for students to progress in to KS5 and employment within the
Science sector. The structure of the Vocational Science qualification is unique
as it contains the three disciplines Biology, Chemistry and Physics. It discusses
the principles that are vital within development and how these principles are
applied in a vocational context. BTEC Science final result is based on
coursework and an external assessment; Unit 8 is a 1½ hour exam taken in
Year 11.
BTEC National is a coursework qualification in which the students can achieve
a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*.
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Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

A Level Biology
Biology is a vital science, taking in the study of the natural world and the
human body and thereby allowing you to understand the world around us. The
Biology course aims to improve your knowledge and understanding of
biological concepts and principles, as well as developing your practical and
investigative skills through designing experiments and handling scientific
equipment.
A Level Chemistry
Chemistry is vital to our understanding of the world around us, the subject aims
to develop your skills in experimentation and analysis as well as your
understanding of everything that surrounds you. At AS you will study three
units, including Foundation Chemistry, Chemistry in Action and a coursework
ISA unit. At A2, you will study a further three units which will build on your
knowledge of AS. Subjects covered include kinetics, equilibria, energetics and
both Organic and Inorganic Chemistry.
A Level Physics
A Level Physics offers the chance to further your knowledge of this fascinating
and vital subject and improve your practical and research skills. Topics covered
include particles, quantum phenomena and electricity, mechanics, materials
and waves, electric, gravitational and magnetic fields, nuclear instability and
astrophysics.
Assessment.
At the end of Year 12 all 3 sciences will be assessed , students can then
decide to use this grade, or continue on to Year 13 where terminal
examinations, which will assess all work from year 12 and 13 will constitute
their A level grade.
BTEC Level 3 Science
BTEC Applied Science is a flexible and stimulating course which is designed to
reflect individual interests and career aspirations.
The Subsidiary Diploma consists of six units covering a range of topics across
all 3 science subject areas. This provides an opportunity for a broad range of
interesting topics to be covered with a heavy emphasis on practical
investigative work.

Subject

MFL

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)

Throughout Year 7, students follow either a course in French or German which
allows progression from language learning skills which may have been
developed in KS2 yet enables complete beginners to quickly access the
basics. Areas covered include family, home, pets, school life, hobbies and
sports - all linked strongly to the culture of the target language. Skills of
listening, reading, writing and speaking are balanced as well as a strong
literacy focus to help students manage more generic language learning
strategies.
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Year 8 course(s)

In Year 8, skills are further developed from Year 7 with a focus on tools of
language in terms of being able to understand and communicate using different
tenses, which is a key feature of progression in Year 8. Topic areas covered
may include holidays, food and drink, health and travel. As in Year 7, cultural
projects are undertaken to enable students to see their language learning in a
wider cultural context of the target language.

Year 9 course(s)

In Year 9, more specific links are made in anticipation of study of languages in
KS4. The course content gives a taste of the topics to be covered in the new
GCSE, such as media, music and fashion. The assessment format and
language techniques taught (such as translation skills) also aim to prepare the
students for the assessment style of the new GCSE course, due to be
launched in September 2016.
In addition, a second language is offered whereby students in Pathway 1 can
complete an express course in Spanish over three years. This condensed
course enables students to continue with GCSE in KS4.

Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

In KS4 GCSE legacy language courses (Edexcel) are available in French,
German and Spanish. Currently, students study a range of topics which are
tested by controlled assessment in speaking and writing and by terminal
examination in Reading and Listening. All units are submitted at the end of the
two year course. The course places emphasis on active use and manipulation
of language in meaningful contexts for students and provides a logical
progression from KS3 to preparing the groundwork for AS and A Level.

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

A Level French / German / Spanish (AQA)
The course offered accommodates the linguistic level of students newly
qualified in GCSE French, German or Spanish.
It concentrates on developing oral fluency and conversation skills and provides
a range of stimulating and absorbing study topics with contemporary, literary
and cultural content. Grammatical knowledge is developed in context
throughout the course. We hope that by studying a language, students will gain
a lasting appreciation of the language studied, the ability to comprehend in a
wide range of contexts and the ability to communicate readily in the target
language for a variety of purposes. The course content also provides
purposeful knowledge of and insights into other cultures, both contemporary
and historic, whilst providing valuable skills for foreign travel, further education
and employment.
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Subject

History

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)

Throughout Year 7 students study aspects of ruling, living, working, moving
and travelling from the Roman Empire to 1901. They will be assessed in a
variety of ways according to the development of their skills in relation to
Historical Communication, Historical Understanding and Historical Enquiry.
Topics studied include :The Roman Empire
1066-1901
Why and how did people invade England?
How did William 1 control England?
Could Medieval kings always do what they wanted?
Would you have gone on a Crusade?
What did Medieval people fear?
How powerful was Henry V111?
What was the English Civil War?
Who should be in charge?
What frightened people in the 16th century?
Would you have survived the Industrial Revolution?
Would you have given up sugar if you knew the truth about slavery?
Local history study-Liverpool

Year 8 course(s)

Throughout Year 8 students study aspects of ruling, living, working, moving
and travelling between 1901 and the present day. They will be assessed in a
variety of ways according to the development of their skills in relation to
Historical Communication, Historical Understanding and Historical Enquiry.
Topics studied include :1901-present day
What did the suffragettes do to get the vote
How did one assassination cause a war?
Germany 1919-45 (significant world history study)
What were the key moments of the Second World War?
How did people in Britain survive the Second World War?
Why do genocides happen?
Did the Cold War lead to an age of fear?
Who had an impact in the struggle for civil rights in the USA?
How can you respond to terrorism?

Year 9 course(s)

GCSE course
Some students choosing GCSE History will study the AQA GCSE History
course. This involves studying work in preparation examination at the end of
the three year course. Topics studied include:America 1920-1973 Opportunity and Inequality




American people and the “boom”
American experiences of the depression and New Deal
America’s post war society

Conflict and tension in Asia 1950-1975




Conflict in Korea
Escalation of conflict in Vietnam
The ending of conflict in Vietnam

Students will be tested on a variety of skills including source analysis and
extended writing.
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Students in Pathway 2 will study a variety of topics which will provide a
foundation if they decide to study GCSE in Year 10:-

America 1920-1973 Opportunity and Inequality




American people and the “boom”
American experiences of the depression and New Deal
America’s post war society

Conflict and tension in Asia 1950-1975


Escalation of conflict in Vietnam
The ending of conflict in Vietnam

Year 10
course(s)

The Year 10 course continues with the OCR GCSE History from Year 9. The
focus in Year 10 is on changes in British society 1890-1918 and develops
further the skills of source evaluation. This will help prepare students for the
Paper 2 examination at the end of Year 11 which is worth 30% of the final
mark.

Year 11
course(s)

The Year 11 course finishes with the Controlled Assessment module worth
25% of the final grade. Students study Germany 1918-45 and write a 2,000
word essay over 8 hours. Revision of the Year 9 and 10 courses will then take
place.

Year 12
course(s)

Students follow the OCR AS courses which include:
The French revolution and the rule of Napoleon 1774-1815
Britain 1930-1997 (Enquiry topic : Churchill 1930-1997)

Year 13
course(s)

Students follow the OCR A2 courses which include
America between the Wars 1918-41 which is a coursework module worth
20%of the A2.
Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964 is an examined module worth 30% and is
examined in the June of Year 13.
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Subject

Geography

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)
Year 8 course(s)
Some Year 9
course(s)

Throughout Years 7 and 8 students are a taught a variety of topics covering
both human and physical aspects of Geography. In Year 7 these topics include
a study Cities in India, different world climates and The Yorkshire Dales. Year 7
students have the opportunity to carry out fieldwork in Southport and the
Yorkshire Dales in the summer term.
In Year 8 the topics studied are earthquakes, China and Malawi, coasts and
population. Map skills are developed throughout the course; including using
Geographical Information Systems.
Some students in Year 9 who do not have the opportunity to opt for GCSE
Geography continue to study a variety of topics. These include Tropical
rainforest; volcanoes and water.

Year 9 course(s)
Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

Students can opt to study Geography GCSE. It is a three year course, starting
in Year 9.
From September 2015 there will be a new GCSE course for Year 9 pupils. In
Year 9 pupils will study:
Hazards (tropical storms and earthquakes)
Coastal environments
Ice environments
Climate change; causes and how to manage it
Ecosystems; including tropical rainforests
In Year 10 human topics are studied.
Population Change – natural change and migration. Also looking at population
policies e.g. China’s one-child policy
Tourism – looking at Blackpool, Kenya and Antarctica as tourist destinations
Changing Urban environments – look at changes in St Helens, sustainable
cities and squatter settlements in Mumbai, India.
In Year 10 all students carry out fieldwork to collect data for their GCSE
Controlled Assessment, worth 25% of the final grade. This takes place in St
Helens and Blackpool.
In Year 11 physical topics are taught:
The restless earth – looking at earthquakes, volcanoes, super volcanoes and
tsunamis.
Rocks, resources and scenery – study of granite, limestone and chalk
Ice on the landform –study of glaciations in North Wales
The present Year 10 students sat 1 modular exam at the end of the Year.
From Sept 2012 all examinations are taken at the end of Year 11.

Year 12
course(s)

AS Geography is offered to Year 12. Students study about the world they live
in. Topical case studies are studied. These include flooding in The UK; China’s
one-child policy; the distribution of HIV/AIDs and the effects of climate change
on the ice caps.
Students carry out local fieldwork, which will be assessed in an external
examination.
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Year 12
course(s)

Year 13
course(s)

IB Geography is offered to Year 12. Students study about the world they live in.
Topics include population, resources, food and rivers. Students carry out local
fieldwork, which will be assessed and accounts for 25% of their final grade. All
external examinations are taken at the end of Year 13.

A2 Geography is offered to Year 13. Students study about the world they live in
and all case studies are contemporary. For example:
 Gaza conflict
 Creation of South Sudan in 2011
 Global poverty
 Deforestation in Guyana
 Study of the EU
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Subject

Religious Education / Religious Studies & PSHE

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)

In RE we cover key facts about five world religions, the place of religion in
society, Christianity and Islam. We study the life and teachings of three major
religious figures Jesus, Mohammed, and the Buddha and do a special study in
to the meaning of Christian salvation through the film ’Narnia’.
We look at what makes people religious, ultimate questions and how religion
affects lives and its impact, positive and negative, on society for example the
emergence of extremism and the impact on society and other members of that
religion. We investigate what we mean by ‘British Values’ and look at the
implications of living in a multi-cultural, diverse Britain.
Students are assessed using a variety of methods ranging from formal
examinations, project work and creative tasks. A ‘World Faiths Day’ at the end
of the year pulls together the learning for students in a living environment
where they meet and mix with believers from a number of faiths (Christianity,
Buddhism, Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism) in an exciting and interactive day.
In PSHE the early part of the first term is designed to help pupils make the
transition from primary school to secondary. Then pupils spend a number of
weeks looking at ways of staying safe: stranger danger, railways, open water,
derelict land, road safety, e-safety, preventing accidents in the home and basic
first aid. Following on from this, pupils learn to assess risk and find out how
much of a risk taker they are and what the consequences might be. They
practise ways of resisting peer pressure and saying ‘No’.
In term two pupils learn about study skills to prepare them for exams,
friendships and bullying. They are taught the facts about and risks surrounding
tobacco, solvent abuse and alcohol. In Term Three pupils look at healthy
eating, hygiene and self-esteem. Finally they learn about relationships,
friendships, dating, pressures and STIs. Finally students begin careers
education doing group research in to the world of work.

Year 8 course(s)

In RE students cover a range of topics specifically designed to hone the skills
needed for success at KS3 Re and even later in GCSE R.E. The first term
opens with challenging units about the nature of God through the medium of
Philosophy; much of the information introduced here is taken from the
Advanced Level course taught in our Sixth Form but adapted to be accessible
yet challenging for younger students.
In term two students study more traditional topics about creation from the
perspective of two religions (Buddhism, Christianity) and science (the Big bang
theory). Students are encouraged to debate the merits of each and to ask
searching questions about the origin of the universe, the nature of religion and
the place of humans within it. Following this, each pupil chooses a ‘Mystery’
topic to research and produces an independent project designed to apply the
skills they learned in philosophy.
They then compare and contrast the life and work of Moses and Martin Luther
King using the film ‘Prince of Egypt’ as a stimulus and analysing who they
consider to be the greatest leader and why. They use the skills of analysis
taught in philosophy to challenge traditional concepts of the miraculous using
the Biblical plagues as a focus and modern day miracles. They also extend this
topic to consider issues surrounding human rights, equality through the work of
MLK and Gandhi. They link this to their own experiences of both fairness and
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injustice in Modern Britain e.g. rights and responsibilities; prejudice and
discrimination, and the value of inter-faith-dialogue, respect and tolerance.
In the final term, students begin by looking at the causes and effects of
prejudice and discrimination then they take part in a topic based study of
Hinduism and have the opportunity to visit a Hindu temple to get hands on
experience of this fascinating religion.
In PSHE students reflect on the nature of different types of relationships,
friendships and assess what makes good relationships. They analyse and
learn to recognise how conflict arises and practise techniques to avoid and
resolve conflict. Students study the effects of bullying in particular ‘Cyberbullying’ through the film ‘Cyber-bully’. Our CEOPS trained Inclusion Officer
delivers a talk about e-safety including the risks and consequences of on-line
bullying, sexting and internet grooming. Part of this session tests pupils own
internet behaviour, assessing how much at risk each might be and giving tips
on how to stay safe.
In term two pupils look into the use of alcohol and illegal drugs: cannabis and
ecstasy. DVDs like the Leah Betts ‘Sorted’ are used to make lessons realistic,
up to date and engaging. Active learning is key to our approach in this unit and
pupils practise measuring units of alcohol, calculating the effects on the body,
researching the risks of being intoxicated and playing bingo or card games to
enhance learning.
In term three students embark on the relationships module which develops
learning from Year 7 to look in more depth at dating, pressures, contraception
and self-esteem. Real life situations are used to encourage pupils to identify
with the risks and consequences of risk taking. The final topics are careers
based where pupils investigate what careers are and look in to their own career
ideas and interests and what makes an entrepreneur.
Year 9 course(s)

Many of our students embark on the WJEC GCSE short course for Religious
studies, in Year 9. The specification chosen is Religion and Human
Experience, a relevant and interesting unit which leads students through a
study of a number of contentious moral and ethical issues such as abortion,
euthanasia, fertility treatments, cloning and genetic engineering. Later units
cover the morality of war, terrorism including radicalisation and extremism, and
crime and punishment. The second exam unit brings in other topics such as
relationships: sex before marriage in Islam and Christianity, marriage, divorce
and issues surrounding same sex marriage and equal rights. It touches on
controversial topics such as honour killings, forced marriages and female rights
and exploitation. In term two students look at the issue of poverty in the world
and its impact on human rights.
Students who do not study the GCSE course in Year 9 still cover similar issues
but are assessed using internal examinations and assessments.
In PSHE students begin by looking at healthy eating and the causes of eating
disorders. They test their own stress levels and investigate the effects of stress
and how it can be avoided. This units leads to a study of mental illness and
depression, causes, effects and where to seek help. A speaker from the
Samaritans visits to discuss how they can help. Later in this term they focus on
careers education and progression routes to assist them with their options
choices.
In term two there is an in depth study of the effects of alcohol on health, society
and the community. Students use practical activities to assess how much is too
much, alcoholism, including a visit from an AA speaker and the links between
alcohol, violence and teen pregnancies.
In term three pupils look in more depth at what makes a healthy and unhealthy
relationship and how to resolve conflict in the family and with a partner. They
reflect on what makes a perfect partner, love vs lust and the range of sexual
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relationships within society. They are taught about different forms of
contraceptives, STIs and meet our local TAZ team who run our health and
relationships ‘Drop In’ clinics each week. Lessons involve students in real life
scenarios to help them practise empathy, assess risk and reflect personally on
situations such as the right and wrong time for a sexual relationship and the
impact of being a teen parent or catching an STI.

Year 10
course(s)

Many students here opt to study a further unit of Religious Studies from the
Welsh examination board. The specification is called ‘Religion & Life’ and it
includes topics such as evil and suffering, religious expression and prejudice
and discrimination. Those who have not chosen the GCSE course follow a
programme of general RE looking at the meaning of life, religious experience
including near death experiences, religion and superstition, and rites of
passage. This aspect of the course is assessed using internal school
examinations and projects.
Students who have not opted for RS still study a unit about religion and
ultimate questions, the meaning of life, death and afterlife. This may,
depending on pupil interest, extend to investigate a range of alternative
spiritual practises such as meditation, Feng shui or Reiki.
When they have completed this course these students take up Personal Social
and Health education focusing on self-esteem, drug and alcohol education and
relationships education. They learn about skills of assertiveness, assess how
assertive they are and practise these skills in group scenarios. In drug
education they again look at alcohol and the effects of alcohol abuse, safe
limits and driving. Through DVDs, students learn about the risks and effects of
using ecstasy, cocaine, LSD and modern designer drugs like Mephedrone,
GHB and legal highs. The actual content of this unit changes with the current
drug situation locally and nationally each year for example in 2014-15 we have
a new road safety awareness campaign called ‘Ghost’ which is run by the local
authority and sessions about gun and knife crime by Merseyside police.
Once again in SRE students look at contraception, STIs and the impact of
being a parent and learn about parenting skills. They consider their own
attitudes towards marriage, parenting and calculate the financial implications.
They look at LGBT lifestyles and many choose to research issues surrounding
these topics to produce their own projects and contribute to displays about
gender equality and human rights around the school.
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Year 11
course(s)

All students focus their attention on PSHE in Year 11. They are taught a
comprehensive course about careers education. Staff support students in their
investigation in to the world of work and help them to understand post 16
progression routes and higher education. Students are taught to write a CV
and letter of application for a job. They practise interview skills and take part in
job search activities on the internet. At the end of the careers unit, students
cover a range of Personal and Social issues ranging from safe driving to drug
education (alcohol/cannabis, designer drugs and legal highs), and relationships
education (contraception, STIs, gender stereotyping, prejudice and
homophobia and issues surrounding domestic violence). Further study looks at
ethical issues such as Human Rights and Violence in society.
Those students who opted for GCSE RS in Year 10 and completed their
course at the end of Year 10, will then take up an extra GCSE qualification in
Psychology again with the Welsh examination board.

Year 12
course(s)

Students follow the Welsh Board AS level examination in Ethics, Psychology
and the Philosophy of religion. This encompasses units in medical ethics and
animal rights. They may opt to study religion in the media, through SOAPs or to
investigate the rise of secularisation and extremism in the west.
All investigate the writings of psychologists like Freud and Jung who made indepth analyses of the links between religion and the human mind.
In the philosophy units, students study and debate the merits and shortcomings
of various arguments for the existence of God: cosmological and teleological
argument & the problem of evil. Assessments take the form of extended
essays, independent research and formal examinations.

Year 13
course(s)

In the final year of the A level, students continue their philosophy units through
the Welsh examination board (WJEC:GCE A2 Religion & Human Experience
RS4 and RS3 Religion & Philosophy) but move on to even more challenging
topics such as: Is faith rational? What are the limits of religious language and
the comparative merits of religion & science. One unit comprises of an
extended study in to Religious Experience in today’s world. Students spend
their time investigating and researching a pre-released question which forms
the basis of their final examination in this particular unit.
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Subject

Computing

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)

During Year 7 students follow a KS3 course that focuses on a combination of
computer science and practical ICT skills. The course is broken into a number
of ICTprojects including E Safety, Spreadsheets and Databases, Web
Authoring and Graphical Editing. Students will also have the opportunity to
work with different devices such as Arduinos and Raspberry Pis to learn basic
programming
Assessment is covered through classroom based tasks.

Year 8 course(s)

During Year 8 students follow a KS3 course that further develops skills learned
in Year 7including working with 3D printers and other devices such as the
Codebug and the BBC Microbit Students will also learn to program in Python
and hack the popular Minecraft game.
Assessment is covered through classroom based tasks.

Year 9 course(s)

In Year 9 students start to follow Creative Digital Media , a vocational course
that allows students to work through a variety of optional and compulsory
coursework units. Students will develop a range of practical skills that will see
them develop solutions to problems in a vocational context.
Assessment is a combination of internally assessed coursework alongside a
formal examination
Students in Pathway 1 also have the option to choose;


Edexcel GCSE ICT – Single Award; The course comprises two units;
- Unit 1: Living in a Digital World – this unit of work looks at
how ICT is used in society. Externally assessed through an exam at
the end of Year 11.
- Unit 2: Using Digital Tools – this unit of work looks at
developing technical skills so that students may be able to produce a
series of digital products. Internally assessed through a controlled
assessment.



Year 10
course(s)

Edexcel GCSE Computer Science; students will gain practical experience
of designing, writing, and testing computer programs, develop the ability to
reason, explain and evaluate computing solutions, and develop awareness
of current and emerging trends.

In year 10 all students continue to follow the Creative Digital Media course
Students will continue to develop a range of practical skills that will see them
develop solutions to problems in a vocational context.
Assessment is a combination of internally assessed coursework alongside a
formal examination
Students in Pathway 1 also have the option to choose;


Edexcel GCSE ICT – Single Award; The course comprises of two units;
- Unit 1: Living in a Digital World – this unit of work looks at
how ICT is used in society. Externally assessed through an exam at
the end of Year 11.
- Unit 2: Using Digital Tools – this unit of work looks at
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developing technical skills so that students may be able to produce a
series of digital products. Internally assessed through a controlled
assessment.


Year 11
course(s)

Edexcel GCSE Computer Science; students will gain practical experience
of designing, writing, and testing computer programs, develop the ability to
reason, explain and evaluate computing solutions, and develop awareness
of current and emerging trends.

In year 11 all Pathway 2 students continue to follow the Creative Digital Media
course Students will continue to develop a range of practical skills that will see
them develop solutions to problems in a vocational context.
Assessment is a combination of internally assessed coursework alongside a
formal examination
Students in Pathway 1 may also follow one of the following courses;


Edexcel GCSE ICT – Single Award; The course comprises of two units;
- Unit 1: Living in a Digital World – this unit of work looks at
how ICT is used in society. Externally assessed through an exam at
the end of Year 11.
- Unit 2: Using Digital Tools – this unit of work looks at
developing technical skills so that students may be able to produce a
series of digital products. Internally assessed through a controlled
assessment.



Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

Edexcel GCSE Computer Science; students will gain practical experience
of designing, writing, and testing computer programs, develop the ability to
reason, explain and evaluate computing solutions, and develop awareness
of current and emerging trends.

BTEC Level 3 Certificate in IT,
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in IT,
BTEC Level 3 90-credit Diploma in IT,
BTEC Level 3 Diploma in IT
In Year 12 students have the option of a variety of level 3 BTEC courses in IT.
These are specialist qualifications with a work-related focus. They cover the
key knowledge and practical skills required to work in different IT sectors.
Specialist Units cover Employability Skills, Computer Systems, Computer
Animation, Games Development, Programming, Web design, Databases and
Projects.
All qualifications are assessed through coursework developed over the two
year period.

Subject

Food, Nutrition and Hospitality

Curriculum content
Year 7 course

Students have 2 lessons a fortnight. This is a practical course where students
will experience:
- food preparation and cooking skills - weighing , measuring, use of knives,
methods of combining ingredients etc
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Hospitality

- making dishes that can be a part of a healthy lifestyle
- nutritional analysis of food
- food seasonality, sourcing, and characteristics of ingredients
- environmental issues relating to food
Students will be expected to arrive prepared to carry out practical work but
wherever it is possible, school will assist in the provision of ingredients.
Year 9 course(s)

In Year 9 students who have elected to take BTEC Hospitality will begin to
study for the Level 2 Award in Hospitality. This is a preparatory year where
they will develop the skills and knowledge required to be able to start the
coursework in Year 10. Examples of what they do this year include:
- Prepare ingredients using a range of new skills.
- Make use of ingredients and methods that are new to them.
- Analyse existing recipes and products, and adapt them to suit a healthy
lifestyle.
- Study the Hospitality industry and how it operates
- Study and developing working skills
Students will be expected to arrive prepared to carry out practical work but
wherever it is possible, school will assist in the provision of ingredients.

Year 10
course(s)

Year 11
course(s)
Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

In Year 10 students will study a two year Level 2 Award in BTEC Hospitality.
Numerous units are delivered as determined by the Edexcel specification and
the following opportunities exist for our students:
- Preparation, cooking and tasting of a wide range of products and dishes
from around the world.
- Vocational experience days (such as visits from professionals in the
industry).
- Planning and running events and real life experience of dealing with
customers.
As part of this course students will sit a single, written, paper based, external
examination towards the end of Year 10, lasting 1 hour and 15 minutes. There
will be an opportunity to re-sit the test in Year 11.
The course will be 75% internally assessed and 25% externally assessed.
Some students who took an early option in Year 9 may be in their second year
of this course.
In Year 11 students are in their second or third year of studying the BTEC
:Level 2 Award in Hospitality. The content is as in Year 10, and units from the
Edexcel specification are delivered.
Students complete a Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition.
Students study 4 modules, 2 modules in year 12 and 2 modules in year 13,
including ‘Planning to meet nutritional needs’, ‘Developing practical food
production skills’ and ‘Experimenting to solve food production issues’.
As part of the course, students: work with professional chefs & local
businesses, critically assess diets, develop menus which are nutritionally
balanced, conduct food experiments, prepare and make a range of dishes, and
develop a range of generic and transferable skills sought after by employers.
Students are assessed via coursework and external examinations.
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Subject

Design and Technology

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)

Throughout KS3 students will be given an experience of Design and
Technology through a range of materials. The aim is to provide students with
an experience of a variety of new technologies and opportunities to develop
their knowledge and understanding of technological processes, products and
their manufacture.
This helps to prepare students to combine their design and making skills and
also understand the contribution they can make to life and work in an
increasingly technological society.
In Year 7 students are introduced to the topic ‘Sustainability and the
environment’ and are taught long term design transferable skills using the in
the following areas:
 Textiles: Encourages the use of different decorative techniques and
construction skills. The students research the negative consequences of
plastic carrier bags on the environment, they then design and make ‘A bag
for life’.
 Graphics: Students develop design skills by making and designing pop up
cards using recycled card.
 Resistant Materials: Students are encouraged to consider the local wildlife
by designing and make a bird feeder.

Year 8 course(s)

Year 9 course(s)
Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

In Year 8 the focus is on ‘’Health and Safety’ as students are encouraged to
become independent when using tools and equipment. Students cover two
areas of Design and Technology:
 Textiles: Students design and make decorative cushion relating to an artist
or designer of their choice. The students develop a range of decorative and
construction techniques.
The second project in year 8-Textiles moves towards a citizenship task.
Students create one of two choices; the ‘Dress a girl around the world’
campaign or the ‘Super Hero Cape’ campaign for terminally ill children.
Here they research and identify the needs of others and create something
for someone else.
 Resistant Materials: Students make a Photo Frame to learn the importance
of working safely with new tools and equipment. Resistant Materials also
incorporates electronics and graphics design with students developing their
skills by producing a Nightlight and packaging.

Students can opt to study the following Level 2 courses: BTEC Engineering,
BTEC Construction, BTEC Art and Design – Textiles, or BTEC Art and Design
– Graphics.
The new BTEC courses are tailored to prepare learners for a career in their
chosen sector
In Engineering - students will learn about health and safety, understanding
machinery and selecting materials. They will also complete an external
examination that is based on ’The Engineered World’.
A new element of the course requires students to analyse an engineered
product and evaluated how effective the design is. The sole purpose is to give
the learners the opportunity to look at designs as separate components and
understand the processes in engineering processes.

Year 10
course(s)

Students will be made aware of the Construction Industry and what it consists
of.
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Year 11
course(s)

They will cover three units of work that cover construction trades (carpentry,
electrics, decorating, tiling, working safely and creating design specifications for
clients.
All units are assessed in college and then externally moderated. There is an
external exam set by the exam board that will be assessed online.
In Art and Design Textiles and Graphics – Students will study core:
 Introduction to Specialist Pathways in Art and Design (Internal
assessment)
 Creative Project in Art and Design (External assessment)
Students will also cover specialist units:
 Communicating Ideas in 2D/3D
 Graphic Design/Textile/Fashion Briefs
In Year 9/10 students can opt to study GCSE Graphic Products, GCSE
Textiles or GCSE Resistant Materials
These courses are skills based projects at start of Year 9/10 then students will
begin the controlled assessment project for GCSE.
Students will develop their skills further in research, analysis, creativity,
making, CAD/CAM. They will learn new techniques, use new materials and
develop their understanding a lot more as a designer. They will also learn more
about industry and manufacturing.
In Year 10/11 students have a single design and make activity selected from a
range of exam board set tasks.
Students will investigate the design context, develop the design further
including modelling, make the final outcome and then test and evaluate for
their chosen task.
Students will sit an exam at the end of Year 11 as well as producing
coursework.
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Year 12
course(s)

AS Product Design ( AQA)
The coursework, worth 50%, is made up of a project, including design folio,
diary, sketch book, several prototypes and final models with packaging.
Previous projects have included models of hand held gadgets and corporate
identities.
The examination is 50% of the marks and is based on materials, processes,
design and manufacture.
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma –Art and Design - Graphics/Textiles
This is a two year course, providing opportunities to produce made outcomes
which are unique and creative. It gives you the opportunity to develop your
design and practical skills and the confidence to create Design and Make
tasks.
The structure of the Art and Design Graphic/Textile qualification: Contains
three units in Year 12 followed by a further three units in Year 13, covering a
variety of topics including; Visual Recording in Art & Design, Materials
and Techniques and Processes in Art & Design.
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Engineering is a two year course that
focuses on electrical engineering.
Students will be taught about the basic principles of electronics along with the
scope to apply them to programmable controllers. Health and safety and CAD
modelling are an integral part of industry and this course will provide an
opportunity for students to gain an insight of what may be required should they
pursue a career in Engineering.
As part of a partnership scheme with Liverpool John Moores University, our
students have been presented with an extraordinary opportunity to experience
some of the manufacturing elements of the course on site at the Byrom Street
campus.

Year 13
course(s)

A2 Product Design (AQA)
The coursework, worth 50%, is made up of one project, including a design
folio, diary, sketch book, several prototypes and a well finished final model with
packaging. Projects could include products like a lamp or a child’s activity
centre.
The examination is 50% marks and is based on materials, processes, design
and manufacture, marketing, human needs and ICT applications.
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Subject

Art

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)

Year 7 begins with diagnostic tests to establish baseline level data. During the
first year of art education, students learn, understand and employ processes
and techniques used throughout the course of Art History. Students will
understand and employ Critical Peer Assessment as a method of selfevaluation – this skill will continue throughout KS3. The main foci for the year
are Mark-Making and Colour. Students begin to understand the differences
between physical and ephemeral Art. Students are continuously monitored
and their progress mapped. Students have six lessons on learning the
processes, techniques and relevant artists and six lessons on the production of
a final piece which confirms their learning.

Year 8 course(s)

Year 8 focuses entirely on the extension of the basic skills covered in Year 7.
Students experience a range of multi-media and are provided with the
opportunity to understand the many different disciplines within the Arts, Artists traditional and contemporary –are used as examples. All project work has an
employability factor – students relate each media, process and technique to
specific work/jobs. Students are continuously monitored and their progress
mapped. Students have six lessons on learning the processes, techniques and
relevant artists and six lessons on the production of a Final Piece which
confirms their learning.

Year 9 course(s)

Year 9 is based on Post-Modernist Art – each artist used is contemporary.
Students will develop a portfolio of evidence of skills and understanding. The
four assessment objectives used for GCSE and GCE are commonly used and
referred to continuously. Students are continuously monitored and their
progress mapped. Students have six lessons on learning the processes,
techniques and relevant artists and six lessons on the production of a final
piece which confirms their learning.

Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

This is a 2 year course that includes three units of coursework and an exam
Students study two dimensional and three dimensional techniques, Fine Art,
Graphics, Illustration and photography research with the aim of developing
their skills:
Visual – looking, interpreting, visualising, recording
Practical – technical, drawing, painting, making, exhibiting
Practical - Photography/ cameras / technical imagery / video / ICT image
manipulation
Verbal – use of subject based terminology, evaluation, research and annotation
Research and idea development – artist reference and influence and
consideration of various multicultural faiths and histories.
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Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

Regular visits to galleries are an essential part of the course and students are
expected to take part in at least one international educational visit throughout
the two year full course.

AS Art (1 Year Course):
This is a flexible course designed to promote the development of a student’s
artistic understanding and experience. The student may choose which
educational avenue they wish to study (Art, Craft and Design, Photography or
Fine Art). The course provides opportunities to develop personal responses to
ideas, observations, and contextual forms whilst producing their own portfolio
of Art work.
AS consists of two units of study:
Unit 1 – students are to produce a portfolio of work determined by their choice
of study specialism.
Unit 2 – a personal response to an externally set assignment which culminates
in 10 hour exam.
OR students may opt to do the 2 year Full A Level Course.
A Level Art (2 Years course):
Personal project:
This project allows students to identify a theme from a suggested project title
which they feel will allow their artistic development and progress; candidates
are expected to develop a personal investigation based on an idea, issue,
concept or theme leading to a finished piece or pieces whilst being highly
selective and achieving the highest quality work.

Externally set assignment:
10 weeks of personal investigation into ideas, processes, techniques and
evaluation culminating in a personal response to an externally set assignment
which culminates in 15 hour exam (several prearranged sessions).
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Subject

Performing Arts

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)

In Year 7 students develop basic rhythm skills by taking part in a range of
individual, paired and whole class activities. They develop keyboard skills by
learning and performing a range of pieces of music from various times and
places. They also learn to compose their own music inspired by Minimalism,
India and TV and Film Music using Garageband software.

Year 8 course(s)

In Year 8 students are introduced to Samba Music and rhythmic improvisation.
They study Film Music and compose their own music for a selection of clips
from James Bond films. They learn basic skills on voice, guitar, drums, bass
guitar and keyboard and put this into practice by performing and composing
Blues Music and other Pop Music from the last 60 years.

Year 9 course(s)
Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

In Years 10 and 11 students follow the Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First
Award in Performing Arts where they will complete three units over two years.
This course allows them to develop and specialise in either music performance
or acting skills and take part in a range of performances. Students also
organise their own performance event and experience the whole process from
coming up with the initial concept, developing suitable material and then
actually performing in the event. The external assessment also allows them to
reflect on their own skills as a performer and prepare and present individual
performance work for a given situation.
Music – Students follow the BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Music
(Performance) covering six units over two years including Pop Music in
Practice, Working as a Musical Ensemble, Solo Performance, Live Music
Workshop and Organising a Music Event.
Acting – Students follow the BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Performing
Arts (Acting) covering six units over two years including Drama Improvisation,
Contemporary Theatre Performance, Applying Acting Styles, Principles of
Acting, Theatre for Children and Performing to an Audience which involves
taking part in a full scale play.
Both the Music and Acting courses are highly practical and skills are taught
through actual practical experience with theoretical aspects taught as
appropriate and relevant.
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Subject

Physical Education

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)
Year 8 course(s)

Throughout Years 7 and 8 students will follow a 2 hours a week core Physical
Education curriculum. The girls’ activities involve units of work in dance,
gymnastics, multi skills, hockey, netball, athletics, tennis and rounders. The
boys’ activities comprise gymnastics, multi skills, football, rugby, athletics,
cricket and SAQ.

Year 9 Course(s)

In Year 9 students will continue to follow a 2 hours a week core curriculum but
new, additional activities will be introduced. The girl’s curriculum will include
units of work in basketball, badminton, football, leadership and gymfit and for
the boys units of work in badminton, basketball, table tennis and weights.
GCSE Physical Education (Sept 2016)
From Sep 2016 yr 9 students will have an option to study a 3 year GCSE in
Physical Education. The assessment for this course will be 70% theory work
with a one hour thirty minutes examination and 30% will be based on the
students practical ability over three activities (1 individual sport, 1 team sport
and 1 other).
Btec Level 2 Sport (Sept 2016)
From Sep 2016 students will have an option to study a 3 year Btec Level 2
Sport course. This course has a 25% external examination and 75%
coursework. There is no practical examination with this course.
Student will be placed on either the GCSE course or the Btec course based on
teacher assessments allowing them the best chance to achieve..

Year 10
course(s)

Core Physical Education:
In Year 10 students follow a core curriculum but are also given opportunity to
select an options programme. Activities available for the girls include
badminton, netball, health related fitness, volleyball, tennis, athletics, rounders
in core Physical Education. In the options programme students select from
boxercise, basketball, hockey, table tennis, rugby, outdoor education, cricket,
football, leadership and zumba.
The boys’ activities consist of rugby, football, table tennis, weights, cricket,
badminton, basketball, softball and circuit training.
Leadership
Students will have the opportunity to undertake additional leadership
experience in a range of sports. Accreditation is available through rugby
leader’s award, table tennis umpire’s award and other leadership qualifications.
KS4 students will also have the opportunity to lead sessions in primary schools
and officiate at local level tournaments.
GCSE Physical Education (Edexcel)
This is a two year course which includes practical performance (60%) and a
written theory paper (40%) taken at the end of the course in Year 11.
The practical component involves students in either, participating, leading and
officiating in four sports. An Analysis of Performance must also be undertaken
in one of the chosen activities.
BTEC Level 2 Sport and BTEC Level 2 Dance
Students can also choose within the options programme to follow a two year
course in BTEC Sport or BTEC Dance; see BTEC Sport and BTEC Dance.

Year 11
course(s)

Core Physical Education:
Students are given opportunity to select from a wide and varied range of
activities, including individual and team sports.
Whilst the full range of options will not be available in all lessons the following
sports and movement activities will be on offer for students to select from
during the course of the year: Badminton, basketball, cricket, table tennis,
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hockey, football, fitness and weights, golf, zumba, wall climbing, tennis,
trampolining, rounders, volleyball and softball.
GCSE Physical Education - as for Year 10
BTEC Level 2 Sport and BTEC Level 2 Dance - as for Year 10

BTEC Level 2 Sport and BTEC Level 2 Dance - as for Year 10
Year 12
course(s)

A/S Level Physical Education (OCR)
AS level Physical Education covers a wide range of theoretical areas which are
fundamental to the understanding of Physical Education. The focus is on
participation and performance in physical activity as part of a balanced, active
and healthy lifestyle. The theory element comprises units in anatomy and
physiology, acquiring movement skills and socio-cultural studies relating to
participation in physical activity. This is assessed by a written external
examination (60%).
The practical component (40%) involves students performing, coaching or
officiating in two different activities. Students are also required to perform an
oral presentation evaluating and planning for the improvement of performance
in one of their chosen activities.

Year 13
course(s)

A2 Physical Education
In the second year of the course students study principles and concepts across
different areas of Physical Education, this includes exercise and sport
physiology, biomechanics and historical studies. This is assessed in an
externally marked examination.
The practical component involves students performing, coaching or officiating
in one activity and a verbal evaluation, appreciation and improvement of
performance.
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Subject

Dance

Curriculum content
Year 7 course(s)

For half a term, Year 7 students follow a dance curriculum that allows them to
understand the development of Jazz dance from its origins to present day.
Students will be taught various genres including; African, folk, lindyhop, rock
and roll, disco and break dance. They will study the development of each style
and explore various compositional devices to plan, perform and evaluate their
own and their peer’s choreographies. They will learn about the capabilities of
their bodies and the effect that exercise has upon them. They will be
encouraged to adopt a healthy lifestyle through greater knowledge of how their
body works.

Year 8 course(s)

For half a term, students follow a dance curriculum that allows them to develop
their choreographic skills further. Students study the use of martial arts within
choreographies and how these actions can be explored to create an exciting
and dynamic fight scene, through the medium of dance. Students will study
The Matrix film and its use of actions, space, relationships and dynamics to
create their own film scene. They will understand how to push themselves to
improve their fitness and gain a healthier lifestyle.

Year 9 Course(s)

For half a term, students are taught in depth about two dance styles from
around the world. They will study their origins, why they are performed and
some of the various movements involved in each style. They will use this
information to choreograph their own adaptation as part of a larger group. This
will help to develop their communication, cooperation and coordination skills
and further develop their understanding and application of their choreographic
skills. Students are encouraged to maintain a healthy lifestyle.

Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

In Years 10 and 11 students follow the Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First
Award in Performing Arts where they will complete three units over two years.
This course allows them to develop their dance skills and take part in a range
of performances. Students also organise their own performance event and
experience the whole process from coming up with the initial concept,
developing suitable material and then actually performing in the event. The
external assessment also allows them to reflect on their own skills as a dancerr
and prepare and present individual performance work for a given audition
situation.

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Performing Arts (Dance)
This is a fantastic course that offers students a diverse range of skill
development. Students will study six units over 2-years covering various areas
such as choreography, dance improvisation, international dance and dnace
performance . Students will have a number of opportunities to showcase their
work within a various public performances, gaining more confidence and
advancing their technical and interpretative performance skills further.
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Subject

Classical Civilisation

Curriculum content
Gifted and
Talented
students

A GCSE course in Classical Civilisation is available to the Gifted and Talented
Cohort students.
The GCSE Classical Civilisation course gives students the opportunity to study
aspects of the ancient world such as literature, social life, history or
archaeology. Areas of study include the town of Pompeii, Homer’s Odyssey
and Roman Britain. This can be combined with a study of Latin at Entry Level.
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Subject

Business Studies

Curriculum content
Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

BTEC Level 2 First Award
This is the Business BTEC First (NQF) qualification offering a broad business
foundation for students to progress onto the Sixth Form and employment within
the world of Business. The structure of the Vocational Business qualification
contains two units in Year 10 followed by a further two in Year 11, covering a
variety of topics.
In Year 10 students complete a coursework unit, Unit 1: Enterprise in the
Business World, where students undertake a business plan for a business of
their choice. Unit 2: Finance for Business is assessed via an online test taken
in May and this unit may be re-tested.
In Year 11 Unit 6: Introducing Retail Business and Unit 8: Recruitment,
Selection and Employment are both assessed through coursework activity.

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma
This is the Business BTEC (QCF) qualification offering a more in-depth focus
on the issues facing real life business. Students are faced with realistic
scenarios based around topical business examples.
The structure of the vocational Business qualification contains six units. In
Year 12 students will complete: Unit 1: The Business Environment, Unit 2:
Business Resources and Unit 3: Marketing. In Year 13 the units covered are
Unit 4: Business Communication, Unit 5: Business Finance and Unit 13:
Recruitment and Selection.
All units are assessed through coursework activity.
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Subject

Creative Media Games Development

Curriculum content
Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

BTEC Level 2 Games Development
Games Development is a two-year course comprising of four units of study
during Year 10 and Year 11.
Games Development BTEC qualification offers a sound knowledge for students
to progress to Sixth Form Courses or to gain employment in the Computer
Games industry. The structure of the qualification offers students an excellent
insight into creating their own computer games. This includes creation of 2D
and 3D games, games characters, level and map designs, game engines and
the ability to create unique gaming ideas. Students will use industry standard
software to develop 2D games, original sprites and objects to a professional
standard.

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

BTEC Level 3 Computer Games Development
BTEC Games Development is a new and exciting course which is designed to
enable students to express their creative ideas in Computer games. The BTEC
Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma consists of three core units plus a choice of three
specialist units and is equivalent to one GCE A level. The focus of the
qualification is to provide students with the opportunity to specialise in
computer games development and specific areas such as: creating 2D & 3D
games, game engines, computer games modelling, animation and constructing
3D environments using specialist software.
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Subject

Childcare Studies

Curriculum content
Year 10
course(s) Year
11 course(s)

BTEC Level 2 Award in Children’s Play Learning and Development:
Students may opt to study BTEC Level 2 Award in Children’s Play Learning
and Development.
During the two year course the aim is to give students the opportunity to enter
employment or apprenticeships in the childcare sector or to progress to
vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in
Children's Play, Learning and Development which provides students with a
license to practice as a Nursery nurse.
Students have the opportunity to develop a range of practical and, personal
skills through class work tasks and role play experiences
In this course students will study three units which research:
Unit 1 Patterns of Child Development 1 hour external examination.
Unit 2 Promoting Children’s Play and development.
Unit 3 The Principles of Early years practice.

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

BTEC Level 3 in Children's Play, Learning and Development at National
Award and National Diploma Levels.
We aim to give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment or
apprenticeships in the childcare sector or to progress to higher education
vocational qualifications to full degree level. Students are given the opportunity
to develop further their practical and personal skills through work experience
placements.
Many of our student progress to university.
During the course the students will study a variety of units such as:









Child Development * 1 hour External examination
Play and Learning
Health and Safety in Early Years Settings
Safeguarding in Early Years
Observation, Assessment and Planning

Professional development
Disease and illness
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Subject

Health & Social Care

Curriculum content
Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

BTEC Level 2 Award in Health and Social Care:
Students may opt to study BTEC Level 2 Award in Health and Social care.
We aim to give learners the opportunity to enter employment in the health and
social care sector or to progress to vocational qualifications such as the
Edexcel BTEC Level 3 National in Health and Social Care. Students are also
given the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal
skills and attributes essential for successful performance in working life through
various opportunities to compete work experience placements.

In this course students will typically study five units spread over two
years.
Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

BTEC Level 3 Health and Social Care at Subsidiary Level (Single) or
Diploma Level (Dual).
We aim to give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment or
apprenticeships in the health and social care sector or to progress to higher
education vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel BTEC Higher Nationals
in or to full degree level.
Students are given the opportunity to develop further their techniques,
personal skills and attributes. Many of our student progress to university.
In this course the students will study six units spread over two years and these
will include units such as:
 Communication
 Equality and diversity
 Care for specific needs
 Developmental aspects of care and health and safety
BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Health and Social Care:
In this course students extend their studies to twelve units and this includes
units such as:
 Safeguarding
 Psychology and sociological aspects of care
 Professional development
 Disease and illness
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Subject

Public Services

Curriculum content
Year 9 course(s)
Year 10
course(s) Year
11 course(s)

Some students may choose to study BTEC Level 2 Public Services in Year 9.
Our aims are to give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment in
the Public Services sector or to progress to vocational qualifications such as
the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Public Services. Students are given the
opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and
attributes essential for successful performance in working life.
Units taught are The Role and Work of the Public Services (External written
exam), Working Skills in the Public Service Sector, Employment in the Public
Services and Health, Fitness and Lifestyle for the Public Services (Course work
portfolios).

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

We offer BTEC Level 3 Public Services at Certificate, Subsidiary Diploma and
Certificate levels.
Our aims are to give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment in
the public services sector or to progress to vocational qualifications such as the
Edexcel BTEC Higher Nationals in Public Services or to degree level at some
local universities. Students are given the opportunity to further develop their
skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes.
Units taught are: Government, Policies and the Public Services, Leadership
and Teamwork in the Public Services, Citizenship, Diversity and the Public
Services, Understanding Discipline in the Uniformed Public Services, Physical
Preparation, Health and Lifestyle for the Public Services, Fitness Testing and
Training for the Uniformed Public Services and many more with specialised
content.
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Subject

Criminology

Curriculum content
This is an exciting new course which will allow students to gain a wealth of
knowledge linked to criminal justice. A stimulating grounding in the study of
criminology can be achieved. They will have the opportunity to acquire both
practical and academic skills through applied learning, and the focus of some
assignments provide opportunities to learn from practitioners in the criminal
justice sector. The flexibility of the courses enables learners to specialise in
their individual areas of interest.
Units are assessed via a mix of external exams and controlled conditions
assignments. Areas of study include; Introduction to Criminological Theories,
Realities and Perceptions of Crime, Changing Awareness of Crime and From
crime scene to Courtroom.
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Subject

Sport

Curriculum content
Year 10
course(s) Year
11 course(s)

Students may opt to study BTEC Level 2 Sport at either Certificate or Extended
Certificate Level.
We aim inspire and enthuse learners to consider a career in the sports sector,
rather than just to participate in sport as a recreation. The course is designed
to support progression to more specialised Level 3 vocational or academic
Sport or Physical Education qualifications or an apprenticeship. Students are
given the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal
skills and attributes essential for successful performance in working life.
Units taught are: Fitness for Sport and Exercise (external online test taken at
the end of Year 10), Practical Sports Performance (internally assessed
coursework) and The Sports Performer in Action (internally assessed
coursework).

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

We offer BTEC Level 3 Sport Development, Coaching and Fitness at
Certificate, Subsidiary Diploma and Diploma levels.
We aim to give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment in the
sport and active leisure sector or to progress to higher education vocational
qualifications such as the Edexcel BTEC Higher Nationals in Sport or to full
degree level. We give learners the opportunity to develop further, their
techniques, personal skills and attributes. Many of our student progress to
university.
Units taught are: Principles of Anatomy and Physiology in Sport, The
Physiology of Fitness, and Assessing Risk in Sport, Fitness Training and
Programming, Sports Coaching, Sports Development, Fitness Testing for Sport
and Exercise, Practical Team Sports etc.
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Subject

Travel and Tourism

Curriculum content
Year 10
course(s)
Year 11
course(s)

Students may opt to study BTEC Travel and Tourism at Level 2 Award. Our
aims are to give learners the opportunity to enter employment in the travel and
tourism sector or to progress to vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel
BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Travel and Tourism. We also give learners the
opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and
attributes essential for successful performance in working life.
Units studied include two core units that form the fundamental knowledge and
understanding of the travel and tourism sector, followed by a selection of four
optional specialist units from which a further two are chosen.
The core units are Unit 1: The UK Travel and Tourism Sector (external written
tests taken at the end of Year 10) and Unit 2: UK Travel and Tourism
Destinations (internally assessed coursework).

Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

Students are offered the BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Travel and
Tourism. Our aims are to give learners the opportunity to enter employment in
the travel and tourism sector or to progress to vocational qualifications such as
the Edexcel BTEC Higher Nationals in Travel and Tourism or degree level. We
also want to give learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and
techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for successful performance
in working life.
Units studied include:
 Investigating the Travel and Tourism Sector
 The Business of Travel and Tourism
 The UK as a Destination
 Customer Service in Travel
 European Destinations
 Long-haul Travel Destinations.
.
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Subject

Film Studies and Media

Curriculum content
Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

A/S and A2 Film Studies. BTEC Media
Film and Media have become the dominant art form of the twentieth and
twenty-first century.
Film Studies A level provides a practical and theoretical grounding to all
aspects of Cinema, from the making of film to the workings of the Film Industry
itself. Topics covered include; British Cinema (Horror and Comedy), Hollywood
and, in the A2 section of the course, World Cinema. Practical film making and
editing provide a major proportion of both courses. Currently there are many
employment opportunities locally in both Film and Media.
BTEC Media is a flexible course which deals with all aspects of the Media
Industry. The Diploma course consists of three core units and four specialist
units and topics covered include; Editing, TV studies and Genre studies.
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Subject

Law

Curriculum content
Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

At AS, students develop a knowledge and understanding of the legal system
and an ability to evaluate its operation and performance. Students are required
to apply aspects of criminal law and civil law to scenarios.
 Unit 1: Law Making and the Legal System
 Unit 2: The Concept of Liability – Criminal Law and the Tort of Negligence
At A2, the specification further develops knowledge of law through criminal
law. Evaluation of the concepts of law continues to be developed at this level
of study
 Unit 3: Criminal Law (Offences against the Person e.g. murder,
manslaughter)
 Unit 4: Criminal Law (Offences against Property e.g. Theft, Burglary) and
Concepts of Law.
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Subject

AS Level and A Level Sociology

Curriculum content
Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

Both the AS and A-level are now linear qualifications with assessments in the
final year of each course.
(AS is a standalone qualification and AS results no longer count towards the Alevel)
In the AS and first year of A Level, students will be introduced to different
theories and study the research methods developed by sociologists. Students
will also study their findings in a number of key areas such as how families are
changing, becoming more varied and less predictable, how schools operate
and the power of teachers to influence achievement.
In the second year of A Level, students will study theories and research in
more depth and look at other areas of social life. Students will also study
different beliefs in society and will consider why some people conform and
others commit crime. By the time students finish their course they should see
the world differently, have a deeper understanding of the way societies work
and have learnt how to carry-out and interpret social science research.
Assessment
There are two exams at AS each worth 50% of the AS qualification. Each
exam lasts for 1 hour 30 minutes and is worth 60 marks. The exams consist of
short answer and extended writing questions.
At A-level there are three exams, each account for one third of the A-level. The
three exams last 2 hours and are worth 80 marks each. The exams consist of a
mixture of short answer and extended writing questions.
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Subject

Psychology

Curriculum content
Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

Year 12
Students taking the AQA Psychology Advanced level course will study six topic
areas throughout the year. They will gain insight into the different approaches
taken by Psychologists into explaining human behaviours and the research
methods by which they investigate it. They will study attachments, social
influence, memory and psychopathology, thus gaining insight into real life
behaviours and their causes. Students who succeed in Psychology will be able
to consider different explanations about the same behaviours, and will be able
to make decisions as to what extent one explanation is favourable over another
one. Students will take two examinations in June to check their progress, but
the examinations that count towards their Advanced level will be taken at the
end of Year 13.
Year 13
In year 13 students will study Biopsychology, then and Issues and Debates in
Psychology. This involves considering the extent to which Psychologists have
collected good evidence for their theories. Students will deliberate over the
cultural relativity of the studies they learn about, and the extent to which
theories are complex enough to explain the intricacies of human behaviours.
There are then only 3 topics to be studied, each in great depth, considering all
approaches, all issues and debates and all research methods used in studying
them. These topics are Gender, Schizophrenia and Addiction. At the end of
year 13 students will sit three 2 hour examinations, which will cover all topics
learned in both year 12 and 13.
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Subject

General Studies

Curriculum content
Year 12
course(s)
Year 13
course(s)

General Studies offers the opportunity to display a combination of English,
Science and Maths skills. The course offers the chance to explore the political,
social, cultural and scientific world around us. Features of the course include
such wide ranging issues as the EU, euthanasia and the universe. At both AS
and A2 level 50% of student output involves essay writing. At AS level,
students are required to write essays on the social, cultural and scientific
domains although a choice of three titles is always offered. At A2 level a more
synoptic approach is required as students are requested to combine all three
aspects into their answers. A keen interest in current affairs is very helpful.
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Further Details

For further details on the curriculum see online the:




Year 8 Options Booklet and information
Year 9 Options Booklet
Sixth Form Course Booklet

The College Prospectus is also available online and provides information on all aspects of the college
including Student Support and Homework.
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Appendix One – specific details relating to KS3/KS4 courses
Year 7 & Year 8
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Year 9, Year 10 & Year 11
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